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D earest: 


Just been having a time. I have had the pleasure of 
picking out a.bout three suits and putting then down as a debit 
to wy account, or most of then, and I am giust fixing up fine 
fashion for "sometime" when I may need then. I an going to 
have a. real outfit, shoes and all. 

About that LITERATURE of yours, I thought really, 
that I had said something to you about it. It was real good, 
and if you ever get hard up you can just sit down and write a 
fairy tale and realize some mezuma.. You had better get in 
practice so you can write long YMCA talks and such li^e. 
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T/hat do you suppose? I received a Christmas card 
from The honourable Hr. G.P.Pit‘tma.n and answered it but have 
never Jreard anything from him since. Don't knew il I got the 
right address or not. he ig now is Houston, or so lie says, 
but I can’t sec hair nor hide of liim. Just you wa.it, This 
is LEAPYEAR. See???????????????????? 

Tell you viia.t, You had better be getting a. little 
anxi ous about me, because viten I dress up in all my finery 
and start out, it will not be hard for me to persuade some 
fellow or other that you are away off from here. They want 
me to go to Endeavor Business meeting tomorrow night and 
Cnrgie says he mil see me home if I will come. He has been 
sick and jpst ns he was getting better he had to go home nnu 
his father died, and he has just gotten back to Houston. He 
sure does have a. time. it looks like every little cold or 
anything else that happens to come his way makes him hroe 
a. real case. Door kid. I am glad my boy id not that '•'ay. 
Haven't heard anything from your mother or Perry, so suppose 
she is still with Ir. hunger. Hope she is doing well. 


I 

like to see 
girls cut a 


wish you were here 
your mug and curly 
single curl off or 


for a while. I really would 
mop again. Don't let til os c 
s am e th i n g s ur e v/i 11 h a pp on . 


Yours lovingly, 


V,. g 
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Dearest Doy: 

I ain pretty tired today, been working like I 
had to to earn my bread and butter. Went to the Endeavor 
business meeting last ni^it and Curgie brought Miss }lou 
and I home. I have already promised to propose to Mr. 

Chapman and Mr. Johnson, and Prances has promised to say 
yes if I propose to him I am afraid to try Curgie, tiiough. 

I might pick up courage to try Val, though. Val and I tire 
pretty go od friends. Jim and I don’t gee-haw though. I don(t 
know why, but we just don’t seen to get along so very well. 

Dick and I are still the best of pals and we are 
getting along very well now as the rain lias quit for a while. 

I wish I could see you for a while boy dear, I do. 


Youfs ever lovingly, 
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opportunities that are yours, through her efforts. This 

is not intended as a sermon or lecture, but simply as a 

/ 

gentle reminder and I am sure that it will be received 
in the same spirit that it is sent. "’rite me a long 
letter and give me details of your school work and any¬ 
thing else that you know of. 

I'm busier than a cranberry merchant these days. 

Am on the go from early in the morning until late at night, 
but am feeling life a millionaire's soon all the time and 
am getting fat. Am taking time for exercise and recreation 
and am having lots of fun. I created quite a sensation 
in the tennis tournament for the championship here yesterday 
by defeating one of the crack men of the university 6-0 and 
6-2. Don't suppose there is any chance for me to win out, 
but"belief" me they will know they have been plying tennis 
before they get through with me. 

I hear from Alma almost every day and several 
of the fellows at the Association have written, as well as 
has Leak and Francis Phair. Take a few moments some 

i 

time and tell me all the news. 

Your brudder 
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Copy for Mr Page 


Mr S W MoGill General Secretary 

Young Men's Christian Association 
Hashvllle Tran 
My dear Mr McGill:-* 


In reply to your letter of the 5th ultimo, 
whioh cone while our Men and Religion campaign was on in full 
foroe, 1 will say that 1 did not write you Immediately for two 
reasons: First, because Dr landrith had wired you that Mr Kirby 
9 ags was in hroke University and atr ngly advloed your leaving 
him there. econd, because your letter did not aeon to call 
for an answer. You simply wrote "We are taking the liberty of 
writing him today and want to advise you of the foot that we 
are communicating with him.", in observing the real ethics of 
the case, which 1 am sure you wished to do, it would seem that 
you would have delayed writing him until you heard from us. Mr 
'age is in college and ought not to bs disturbed. 

I hope you will not take the above to mean 
that 1 would at all object to your approaching him if toe were 
with me under ordinary circumstances. A few weeks a *o a General 
Secretary wrote me enclosing a letter to one of my strongest 
Seoretaries giving him an urgent call. He asked me to read it 
and if there was any objection to it to return It to him at 
once, otherwise, to deliver it to the Secretary, It was prompt¬ 
ly delivered, and 1 wrote the General Secretary that It was 
always my policy never to stand in the way of one of my men 
beinr approached, because 1 did not want to Interfere with the 
Lord's will as to that man or as to some other Association. 

In Mr Page's case, however, he had just 
gone over the matter Carefully with his pastor, his mother, 
myself and other friends, one wisely decided to spend a few 
yeara in college. X anticipate, however, that it'will have 






done no ham in this case, because Mr Pago la a sensible fellow* 

With kindest regard* and with best wishes for the 

new year, 1 am 



IEM/iSLM 



Mt * , 

/fart** 

(gjj- ' 

' Jty '?**-*. 


'J/lAsU 
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Mv own dear boy; 

I have "been ha.ving the dickens of a. time today, 

Mr. Isbell* s mother is dying and he and Albert axe Doth away 
from the office and Mr. haw son has teen out all day ax d filings 
have all been coming my vmy, that is things for me to no. Of 
course, I do them willingly, but there has teen so much little 
odd jobs that It has been quite a. jumbled up affair for she and 
I hardly know if I am private secretary to the president or 
office boy for the whole shooting match. In fact, I believe 
I am both and all that comes in between except assistant 
Steno. which falls to the widow a. n d is all she is qualified 
to (jo and about all she does. Mrs. Isbell is not expected 
to live another day, perhaps not the balance of the ev eiuugg. 

1 received yours about the secretaryship and other 
things mentioned in that letter. Of course, I shall not try 
to anpwer same today, as l wi 11 want to thiiiec some about what 


I shall tell you. 

hoy, i am so lonesome that I just don’t know v/hat to 
do, and if anyone would let me I woul d run away wit n tnem, so 
you had better find something to do up Lucre next yc-mi to ic-.-yk.. 
a little to ear, and you might also fix uo so I can Lc your 
assistant operator or secretary or whatever you do. 3 can. 


I 
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March 12 1912 


Ur Kirby Page 

Drake University 

Des Moines Iowa 
Uy dear Kirby 


Just after I had dictated the letter to you Saturday 
about your coning down to work this summer, I received your letter 
of the 6th instant. 

You no doubt read between the lines what was in my mind, 
that it would be much better for the Student Secretaryship to be 
offered to you than for you to ask for it, and I rather regret that 
you took that course, although no harm may come from it, which I 
sincerely hope. It is almost without exception best for the office 
to seek the man rather than the man the office. In my twenty years 

of work, I have never asked for a position. If the State Committee 

had any other plan for Drake, you would not want to interfere with 
it, and, on the other hand, if they favored your taking the work 
you ought to have the benefit of their moral support. In fact, you 
would need it together with their cooperation for real success in 
your work. If I do not hear from Mr Parsons very soon, I shall 
write him again. 

I am sure you agree with me in all that I have said by 
your very frank letter in which you said "This no doubt would have 

been the better way, but it did not occur to me that this was the 

proper avenue of approach until your letter came, and then, as I 
have already stated, it was too late to do differently." Perhaps 
one of the things for you to learn this year along this line is to 
be a little more deliberate. 

How, about the other matter in your letter, I am very 
glad that you wrote promptly, and I am going to get in touch with 
Hiss Alma immediately and find out what more she knows about the 
matter. There are so many chances for a mistake or a misunderstand¬ 
ing that I want to look into it very thoroughly without any publi¬ 
city. To jump at the conclusion and to assume it impossible that 
there could have been a mistake might be an injustice to some one, 
and it might also defeat our learning the real truth in the case. 
After talking with her, I hope to see Mr Isbell and cooperate with 
him in ferreting out the Matter. 


K P 
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ITov7, as to the foreign work, you are passing the sane way 
that I traveled twenty-five years ago and should, I "believe, step 
very carefully. 7/ith the coining of these new and inportant experi¬ 
ences you may see the wisdom of our desire that you night not he 
married too soon, before your life plans are pretty fully settled,- 
that you might not defeat the will of the Master in your life. You 
have reached the point where you cannot attain your highest useful¬ 
ness unless you are perfectly willing to say "All that Thou command- 
est me I will do, and whithersoever Thou sendest me I will go." It 
is not my conviction, as it is with some, that every man must go to 
the foreign field, but it is my firm conviction that every man must 
be willing to go, for that is just another way of letting the Lord 
have his way in your life, and without that the highest efficiency 
never can be attained. That first step having been taken, you may 
be ready to at least consider the next, and it should be considered 
carefully, for if you sign a declaration that it is your purpose, 
God permitting, to go to the foreign field, it will be because of 
your conviction«as to the need and you should then make the honest 
effort to go. I went and was greatly blessed in my work, and, al¬ 
though I lost my wife and my health for many years, I never regret¬ 
ted the going. One who has once been on the firing line always 
% finds it equally hard to say "All that Thou commandest me, etc." 
when called upon to go back to the rear. 

I certainly hope and pray that you may be carefully led 
at this time, and to this end, that you may. not be too impulsive 
in this matter. There is too much at stake. 

With much love, I am 


Sincerely yours 



ieh/mlii 
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My dear boy: 

I am finished v/ith my work early touay, or at least 
I have finished with what I have. It rained agai n today and 

I had to ride on the street car this evening. The ground hog 

sure did make a true prediction when he saw his shadow and went 
hack into his hole on Teh. 2nd. as we haven't had three con¬ 
secutive days good weatJier since, I don't believe. The ground 
does not iiave time to get the least hit dry, and it ha s not keen 
dusty, really dusty in so long that v/e hardly kn ow what dust 
looks like, aside from tiat which is "brought into the house and 
gets dry around the stove or that made when some ashes get scat¬ 
tered in the house, for the house is the only place that gets 

a yways dusty, and that in the rooms where we have fires. 

I think probably I will go down to League City to see 
Cleo Sunday. I don't know. It may rain so that I will have 
to stay home. I would hate to go and not wear my good hat 
and then I would hate to get it wet or damaged. 

I am sorry life is so bad "without a wife" what 
do you suppose it is "without a husband" or someone to take 
a. Husbands place, or even a ITusband-to-be. 

Yours ever, 



<$>;o 
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Dearest hoy of mine: 

Today is another Saturday, and thus anotlidar re ek 
is gone. I am certainly glad time is going so fast. 

I thi rk I will try to go to Sunday School tomorrow 
and see if I can't get a little good. I an feeling much 
"better than I v/as for a, while, and Spring or no Spring, I 
got out twenty letters in an hour today. That is almost all 
the wo ik I had. At least I had only £7 letters all the evening 
and only a few thi s morning, with a few statements and insurance 
certificates to make up, however, I manage to make myself useful 
around, as I want "actions to speak louder than words" for me. 

I am going to Cleo's next Sunday, the 2 4th arid see 
the race between the train, a.uto, motorcycle and airship be¬ 
tween Houston and dalveston. 

Yours ever and ever, 

tfUdu*-*, N 
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Yesterday was a great day for me in the letter 
line - one from mother, one from Mr Manger and your long 
and interesting letter. 

In reply to your inquiry as to whether or not it 
would he necessary for me to take additional school work if 
I planned to go to the foreign field, let me say that it would 
not he necessary, although there is a missionary training 
school at Indianapolis where some of the prospective foreign 
workers go for a year before they sail. Your reply to my 
letter was just about what I had expected it would be. w e 
will not make any definite decision until we can talk it over 
together. I wrote Mr Munger for his advice in the matter 
and am going to quote a part of his letter in reply: 

"How as to the foreign work, you are passing the 
same way that I traveled twenty-five years ago and should, I 
believe, step very carefully. ^ith the coming of these new 
and important experience*you may see the wisdom of our desire 
that you might not be married too sonn, before your life plans 
are pretty fully settled, - that you .might not defeat the will 
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of the Master in your life. You have reached the point 
where you can not attain your highest usefulness unless you 
are perfectly willing to say, "All that Thou commandest me 
I will do, and whithersoever Thou sendest me I will go." It 
is not my conviction, as it is with some, that every man^ must 
go to the foreign field, hut it is my firm conviction that every 
man must he willing to go, for that is Just another way of letting 
the Lord have his way in your life, and without that the highest 
efficiency never can he attained. That first step having 
been taken, you may he ready to at least consider the next, and 
it should he considered carefully, for if you sign a declaration 
that it is your purpose, God permitting, to go to the foreign 
field, it will he because of your conviction as to the need, and 
you should then make the honest effort to go. I went and was 
greatly blessed in my work, and, although I lost my wife and 
my health for many years, I never regretted the going. One 
who has once been on the firing line always finds it equally 
hard to say, "All that Thou commandest me, etc." when called 
upon to go baok to the rear. I certainly hope and pray tha^t 
you may he carefully led at this time, and to this end, that 
you may not he too impulsive in this matter. There is too 
much at stake." 

This certainly sounds like good advioe to me and I 
am going to do some pretty serious thinking about what he says. 

He is about as true a friend as any one could wish for, and I 
hope that you will take advantage of his opportunity to visit 
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Toll Billy for me that he is not half as anxious 
to have me come home so that he can get some ice cream as I 
am to get home and help him dispose of the afoi^jsaid mentioned 
article. I suppose you will see to it that the swing is 

in good working order when I get there, for it surely will 
have to do double duty for a while. Ton't it, sweetheart? 

I was out to a social given by one of the Literary 
societies last night with Mildred, and had a great old time 
of it. I counted it up last night and find that I have 
been with seven different girls since coming here, which is 
as many as I have gone with the balance of my life put together. 
Guess I must be "going some". 

The snow is beginning to melt today and it looks as 
if Spring was about to come. It won’t be long now until 
June and then - ? ? 

I think you are showing remarkable good judgement 
and common sense in the way you are looking at certain things 
that pertain vitally to our future life, and I am prouder of 
you than every dearest. You surely will make me a good wife. 

I love you baby dear, and wish that I might kiss you to show 
how much I love you. 


Devotedly yours 
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Dear Kirby:— 


Yours arrived two days ago and was read with considerable 
interest. You certainly deserve to be congratulated warmly on the 
success you are enjoying as an athlete. It does our hearts'good to 
hear the good news, so keep it up. The benefits are great besides 
the joy of winning and being held in great esteem as a resu.lt. 

Your aspirations to be student Secretary are worthy it seems to 
me. Therefore, I wish you success in your endeavour to secure the 
position. There is a danger of attempting too much before one is 
fully equipped and prepared but I believe you could handle this. 

And so you expect to be at hone with your sweetheart and mother in 
June. Weil, hasten the glad day and joyful be your reception on 
your arrival. May you be hung, drawn and quartered as your just 
desserts. Hung, in the walls of prosperity; drawn, by a chariot 
and four; and quartered in the arms of the one you love best. 

I agree with you that your privileges are great in hearing so many 
good sneakers and attending such conventions. There is a spirit 
of Anti—Christ abroad today in the form of new or advanced thought. 

I hope you do not become involved in this to the detriment of your 
faith and solid foundation in Jesus Christ. Our minister at this 
place is overboard by far in his advancement of Theosophy and the 
ne- thought. I wonder how much stress is being laid upon the true 
position of the Roman Catholic hierarchy in your development and 
training for Christian work. I am a subscriber to a little paper 
entitled "The Menace" which has done much, to increase my already 
large fund of knowledge along this line. It is cheap and well 
worth your earnest consideration. The Roman Catholic Church has 
come to $iy mind as the beast spoken of in the Bible, ready to over¬ 
throw and destroy the true Church. Watch them try to make the IT.S. 
the foremost Catholic nation in the world: and their efforts to 
overthrow the public schools and our marriage customs and ceremonies. 
The biggest fraud and graft on earth, to my notion. Fight it!! 

•I have a letter from Perry stating that he had an en¬ 
counter with a big tough 'stiff* and that he sprained his srrist 
and split his fingers on his teeth on knocking him higher than a 
kite. The old boy went to hospital three times a day for a week 
to be treated. Says he has the best of the fight however. He 
has been transferred to another company and promoted also, to the 
position of "right guard" which is one of six petty officers. 

Appears to be doing well and gaining ground in his struggle for 
character and the right. I think he will be benefitted indeed. 

I am informed that Sister will have nothing more to do with him. 


f 
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My dear boy: 

I received two letters from you this morning, one that 
you thou^nt you had lost and the one following. This old burg 
is just about as slow and lazy as it always was and nothing ever 
happens unless some crazy goose kills himself or someone else, or 
.runs away with someone elses wife, all of which never concerns us 
much, fortunately. 

I went to Sunday School yesterday but refused to go to 
Endeavor, and it was well I did so, as I had a headache last night. 
I f went riding all over the country for about three hours, and we 
had a nice little quiet time at home until late in the evening 
when everyone we ever know, know, or have to own dropped in. There 
were three people there, Cousin Eva, Uncle Will, and a disreputable 
cousin of ours, and they all wanted supper, and they got it, at 
least what was left from dinner and that was all. 

Thank the lord work is getting some lighter now and Mr. 
Isbell is talking or thinking of taking a day or two to fish, but 
I an afraid things will take some kind of a turn to keep ham nere. 

I wouldn’t care if fir. 3). would go away too, ana as Fr. Easkell 
is always down at lidelity, .Texas , the Companys hew Plant, he is 


not in the wav. We are. going to buy some hammocks a s so on a s 
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Mr Kirby Page 

Drake University 

Des Moines Iowa 
My dear Kirby 


Your short letter came yesterday 
and was appreciated, and it was followed by the 
notes on the Bible lecture, for which I want to 
send you,a check. Please let me know how much 
they sell for. I am so very glad to get it. 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter 
just written to Godfrey which will give you the 
news of the week. 


house. 


We are all about the same at the 

With love, I am 

Sincerely yours 


Enclosure 

iem/mxm 
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liar eh 19 1912 


Copy for Mr Page 


Mr Blake W Godfrey 
Caplen Tessa 
My dear Blake:- 

Your oard came this afternoon. 7/e think of you oft¬ 
en, speak of you often, and miss you very much; but I am so glad 
that you have sense enough to remain there until you can get some 
real benefit from the trip. I sent you two more of the little books 
yesterday. 


These are busy times. We had a meeting Sunday after¬ 
noon of over three hundred men with .twenty-two conversions, and a 
sing in the game room Sunday night from 5:30 to 7:30. Bellmont’s 
gymnasium exhibition drew a crowded house last night and is to be 
repeated tonight. Everything was most successful. The Executive 
Committee of the lien and Religion Forward Movement met today. Dr 
Hay was appointed delegate to the Conservation Congress. Mike and 
Magee's Colonial Concert Friday night promises to be the best yet. 

Herbert is getting strong and is sitting on the lid 

in good shape. 

Dr Bruner is advertised for next Sunday, and we ex¬ 
pect a great meeting. Younts had the promise of nineteen men today 
for a 3ible Class at the Houston Structural Steel Company and when 
he went he found thirty-eight men present. 

The following men are going to the state Convention 
at Austin: W A Wilson, Bellmont, Campsey, Garrett, leo, McClelland, 
Donly, A M Thompson, and possibly Schenberger and Condit. Your 
humble servant is on the program but will more than likely remain 
at home. I do not feel like getting so far away from Father at this 
time. His general condition seems to me a little weaker. 

The boys would all Join me in sending love if they 
knew I was writing. Stay as long as you think best. 

Sincerely yours 



iem/mlm 
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Houston,Texas, March to, 1912. 


Dearest toy; 

Well, what do you think, I am going to the Y.M. Friday 
night, with Cousin. They Dormitory toys are going to give another 
play and cousin got the tickets and we a.re going. 

I also had Dickie go and get a good shave yesterday ana 
he looks just like a tig Jack Fiat tit, without any fur. he is now a 
different color , and .alt ogetner, he looks much! tetter. 

Have teen working like **»*»*••»* all the evening, and 
then some. didn’t get my letters until after three and then finished 
them ty five a.r.d made three statements and tien I am writing this 
great tig letter to you. Going some isn't it. 

Just think, dear, it v/ill soon he time for you to he 
tack, and then, ----------- 


Yours ever and ever, 



r 
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Dearest Loy of mine: 



I won de r why 

it i 

s 1 « 

i f VVrl. 5 

e a us e d t o day hy 

s L n.i 

t i n g i 

an d f i ■; 

:di ng rt> . out si x 

po St 

c ar a s 

an d hat 

* en ' t her. rd from 

th 'sm 

L 1 


et . 


in?, ker, s;ie uo s i t i v e 1 1 


lifex v i w anyone to meddle v/itb things in ray desk nf ten 1 sp. 
away and then take things to hoot. I haven' t found out if it 
waS $. joke or just sure enough plain hard down TAKING. (stealing) 
Today is the date appointed for the YY Glee Club 
stir, t and I guess 1 will g'o, a.l though it is very muddy nr d 
if it gets any worse will have to give it up, tut: it. is all- 
right at present and hasn't* rained since half past one, v/iu. cfc 


i h 

go i n g 

S 03110 * 

V/ e Had 

a long mice ury spell and w 

e actually 

h ett’i 

SOV2G 

dUst. 

?p i nk 

of it, DUET in Houston this 

j ear. Guess 

v? e 

wi 11 

pot en ou 

,gu of 

j. L t. s v. mute x , vtr*. j ugti. 




Have c 

«a en a 

very goou girlie today and w 

t i 11 e Ti l. 

f ew 

1 e 11 

ere >for 

Li-t ♦ I * 

•/rote a couple of YOUiiG 1c 

tterc i or 

I/lX. * 

V'u - 

* J 

c a 1: erd *r/ 

, am 

didn't do truciv else. 





Hope 

you wade tnrough your ex&fflis 

all ri ght. 
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Yours ever, 



0 " — 
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March 21 1912 


Messrs A C McClurg & Company 
Chicago Illinois 

Gentlemen;- 

* 

I would appreciate it if you would kindly tell me if 
you can furnish me with the following hooks, and also state ptioes 
of each: - 

.The Origin and Nature of the Bible - 
Dodd. ■ 

The Use of the New Testament in Theology - 
Win. N. Clark* 

The Way of Jesus - 

wm. D. Hyde. 

Outlines in Christian Theology - 
Wm. N. Clark . 

Empire of Love - 

■'"m. J. Dawson. 

Sunshine of .Christianity - 

Charles H. Parkhurst. 

Fact of Christ - 
Simpson. 

God'8 Message to Man - 
Ian Maolaren. 

Prophets of Israel - 

w, R. Smith. 

Teachings of Jesus - 
''"endt • 

Jesus & the GospplB - 
James Denny* 

Eooe Homo - ^ 

•'EooecDeus - 

I would also appreciate your sending me your 
catalog of hooks on religious subjects, if you issue one. 

Tours sincerely 


Secretary to Dean of Bible College 





dark haired with large eyes, blue, I "believe. Do you happen to 
know him, or is it someone that has come there since you left. ? 
Anyhow, it sure was a nice neat job arid Mr. Isbell fouxd it out 
when he had left the "building. He wa.s waiting for ids wife and 


had to walk the streets and find sort eon ^ he knew to borrow car¬ 


fare to go heme cn. 

Nothing new in this old burg of ours as yet. Things 


are still going on the same as ever. I haven’t been to church 


since the night of the Social, which was about the 16th or some¬ 
where about that. I felt too bad Sunday and then too, it looked 
so much like rain that I was afraid that I mi^t get my hat wet. 
Nice child, I am, Ibon’t you think? 

No letter frem you for about three days. 
Guess they must have gotten delayed on the road or either you 
had ouch a good time on your trip that you have forgotten me: 

Yours ever and ever, faithfully, 



\ 


i 
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March 2 1912 


Mr Kirby Page 

Drake University 

Des Moines Iowa 
l/ly dear Kirby 


Thanks for your letter of the 26th ultimo 
which came today. 

I am very glad that you were able to attend the 
State Missionary Convention at Cornell. That was one of 
my old haunts when in the State work there nearly twenty 
years ago. I am glad to hear from Mr Rugh. 

Of course, you know I am glad to cooperate with 
you in the Drake matter and have just written Messrs Par¬ 
sons and Fellingham according to the enclosed carbons. 
However, it does not seem to me wise to write your Presi¬ 
dent just at this time, nor would I advise your going to 
him with the proposition that you think of making. It 
would be much better from every point of view to get Mr 
Parsons' approval and have him or the College State Secre¬ 
tary present the matter to your President. After that is 
done, if you will care to telegraph me, in case you think 
it is necessary, I will gladly write your President as 
strong a letter as I can. 

I am writing in haste but with love. 

Sincerely yours 


Enclosures 

iem/mlm 
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March 2 1912 


Copy for Mr Page 

Mr J H Fellinghaa General Secretary 
Young Men's Christian Association 
Association Building 
Pea.Moines Iona 

My dear John:- 

Enelosed find copy of letter just 
written to Mr Parsons which explains itself. If 
you can In any way cooperate In this matter to 
help In the situation at Pea Moines and to aid 
Mr Page to a larger usefulness, I will greatly 
appreciate it. 


Fraternally yours 


Enclosure 

iem/mlm 





Officers 


Directors 


Young Men’s Christian Association 


Wm. A. Wilson President Houston, Texas 

Wm. D. Cleveland, Jr. Vice President _ 

H. L. Mitchell Treasurer 

H. C. Breaker Recording Secretary . . 

S. F. Carter Treasurer Building Fund Fannin and McKinney 

I. E. Munger, General Secretary Telephone Preston 1234 


J. B. Bowles D. E. Garrett 

H. C. Breaker W. B. Jones 

S. F. Carter , H. L. Mitchell 

W. A. Childress J. W. Neal 

Wm. D. Cleveland, Jr J. M. Rockwell 
A. J. Condit E. W. Taylor 

J. V. Dealy J. L. Thompson 

Wm. A. Wilson 


ISaroh 2 193.8 


Copy for Mr Page 


Hr Wta Parsons state Secretary 

Young Men's Christian Associations 
Association Building 
Dee Moines la 
ISy dear ^arsons:* 


_ . You will ronenber ay having written you 

about :.!r Zirby Page of Drake University, formerly ono of try 
oecretaries bore In Houston whore he worked with the Assoolr- 
tion for about four years. He has been doing splendid work 
In connection ?rith the Christian Kndeavor Society of the 
Christian -huroh there, and his heart is in the Young Lien's 
Christian Association work to whloh ho has given his life 
and for which he is trying to better ore^are himself* I un¬ 
derstand that it is possible that the Students' Secretary 
may be entirely dispensed with at Drake next year which would 
seem to me most unfortunate. The University authorities do 
not feel that they are justified in paying a wnp 51,000 a 
year for work, and they are thinking of giving it up al— 
together. *owevor, you may have known this already. I would 

luce uo suggest this for your consideration: Mr T’age could 
glvo part time as Student General Secretary end do better 
than some men I have seen giving all their time, if you think 

X," 10 I 7 ? 00 * 1 wl3h your College Secretary might toko 

the matter up with the President and with Mr Page. I can 
recommend him as eoneeorated and qualified in every way. 

’STith kindest regard and hoping to hear from 

you, i am 


Fraternally yours 






> 




ixroh £ 19X2 


*r Tta Parsone :'tato 'oorctaiy 

Yotm$ Ten’s Christian Associations 
Association landing 
-Doc Tlolncc ia 
V ^oar ’’crconos- 

about -T pJ2“a!?tii??5JS r ay barter written yon 
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AiSTS Etr? 1 ' 
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|sq 

rcoooaend bin O0 eonaeoratod end fitted te oveTy 

yon, I on mh klnaeot roTOrd “« hopinr to hear iron 

rratcmolly yours 


im/tsm 


Copies sent to Mr Pellingham and Mr, Page 



:areh £ 1912 


Or JH Felllnghem General Seorotoiy 
vmmg Hon%» Christian Association 
Association Halloing 
D©3 Moines loua 

:.y de^x <Johni~ 

Enclosed find copy of letter just 
written to tSr Parsons which explains itself. If 
you can in any way oooperate In this natter to 
help in the situation at les Moines and to aid 
Tx Page to e larger usefulness, Z will greatly 
appreciate It. 

V 

fraternally yours 

» 

Enclosure Copy sent to Mr Page 

mi/SSLM 





Maroh 2 1912 


Mr Kirby Page 

Drake University 

Dob Moines Iowa 
my dear Kirby 

Thanks for your letter of the 26th ultimo 
which came today. 

I am very glad that you were able to attend the 
State Missionary Convention at Cornell. That was one of 
my old haunts when In the State work there nearly twenty 
years ago. I am glad to hear from Mr Rugh. 

Of course, you know I am glad to cooperate with 
yOtt In the Drake matter and have just written Messrs Par¬ 
sons and FellIngham according to the enclosed carbons. 
However, it does not seem to me wise to write your Presi¬ 
dent just at this time, nor would I advise your going to 
him with the proposition that you think of making. It 
would be muoh better from every point of view to get Mr 
Parsons' approval and have him or the College State Seore- 
taiy present the matter to your President. After that is 
done, if you will care to telegraph me, in case you think 
it is necessary, I will gladly write your President as 
strong a letter as I can. 

I am writing in haste but with love. 

Sinoerely yours 


Enclosures 

iem/mlm 







JAMES D. DAWSON, President. 

GEO. O. HASKELL, Vice President. 

R. F. IS BELL, Secretary ^Treasurer. 
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Dearest bey of nine: 

Well, this is another Saturday and it only seems as 
if the week were just started. Gee. hut the time is flying 
t>y. and it will soon he June again and you will he hack with 
me. I have decided that I want to take my vacation early and 
he hack hy the time you get here, what part of the month 
will you he likely to get hack? There is also method in my 
madness as well as schemes. While I take my vacation, the 
work will not he so light as it will he during the latter 
part of June when the Widow lias her chance, and tlien also the 
watermelons will he ripe when I get hack and I will not miss 
any of them. I am in much hopes that there will he some good 
ones here this year, and if there is not there sure is going 
to he some war in camp. Old Tom has premised to give us some 
good ones however and I think we will have them, the weatlier aild 
such permitting. And if v/e do. Just you want, this kid will 
just simply live on them, or at least I will get my FULL share. 

Sure glad you are having a good time up there and 
wish I was there to help you enjoy yourself, because there is 
not much sociability down here as far as I am concerned. However 
I am getting along all right and having a time of my own. 

Yours with love, 



r 












Drake University 


DES MOIN ES, IOWA. 


hill McClelland bell 


PRESIDENT OFTHE UNIVERSITY. 


Maroh 4, 1912 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

Drake University. 

My dear Mr. Page:- 

Your letter of Mareb 4th is just received. 

In answer I will say that it would be proper for you 
to communicate with the Y.M.O.A.directly, as the University 
will not undertake another year either to pay the salary 
or in any way direot the efforts of the secretary. It is 
my opinion that our experience has not justified the 
plani adopted for this year. I believe it is not the 
fault of the present seoretary, the University, or the 
T.M.C.A, I think it is simply a wrong plan. In case the 
Y.M.C.A. think it wise to employ a secretary next year, I 
shall be glad to assist personally in financing the plan. 


Very truly yours 



PAR. 
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Houston, Texas, March 4, 1912. 


Dear Boy: 


Got another nice little letter from you tide morning. 
I also rode Dickie down this morning and guess I will ride 
every day hereafter. I tell you it sure does seem good to 
be able to ride again and I sure do enjoy it. I also rode him 
out in the woods yesterday. We all went and the two little 
gordon kids also, and I rode Dickie and showed them the way. 
The kids got all the vdld violets they could pick and I got 
them some wild plum blossoms. It was one of those warm, sun¬ 
shiny, lazy days of the early spring, and everybody felt so 
lazy and happy-go-lucky. I just let Bickie loose to eat the 
grass and stretched out on the grass while the kids ran around 
looking for violets and got red and v/arm. Mother and daddy 
enjoyed it too. 

I went to ‘Sunday School, but did not go to Endeavor. 

I think I shall stop going up town to Undeavor tmtil you come 
back, as I am tired out, or at least until I feel much better 
than I do at present. I don’t feel much like anything and 
have those old botheri ng headaches so much. Wish you were 
here to run them aWay. I think I shall have to go and have 
my glasses changed and see if that won’t help. 

Yours ever, 

(J3an^ — 


I 



Jmfce Hffiteersiig 
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<, fer//^,Mar ch 6, 1912. 


4. pm. 


Eoy dear: 

What a the matter, hoy, I havent had s letter from 
you since Monday and this is Wednesday evening. You are 
treat in g me real mean in tiie letter line here lately. You 
dor;£.t write half a.s many as you should. Are you feeling bad, 
or working too hard, or do you just forget your girlie? It 
would he a pretty bad case either way, so I just hope it is 
n either. 

ily eyes have heen bothering me for the last few days 
and I expect I will have to get the lenses changed. Guess I 
will go down Saturday. Cousin Eva G. went almost blind the 
other day and had to have her eyes treated and is now wearing 
glasses. I think, this weather has a great deal to do with 
people feeling so good for nothing. I will fee glad when the 
work slacks up so we can be really' lazy. Write me a nice 
letter boy dear, I need it. 

Yours ever and ever, 
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March 9 1912 


Mr Kirby Page 

Drake University 

Des Moines Iowa 
My dear Kirby 


Yon will recall my having recently 
simply acknowledged receipt of yonr letter and say¬ 
ing that I would write you soon, but there was no 
chance to go over that matter until yesterday. 

I shall be glad to have you come down as 
soon as you can get away from school and spend the 
summer with us, and will pay you what you were get¬ 
ting when you left, $85.00. Some one will be away 
more or less during the summer on vacation, and you 
can fill in very nicely wherever the need may arise. 
Please let me know if that will be satisfactory. 

Mr Godfrey is still very poorly and has 
gone down to Rollover for the salt air and a week's 
rest. Herbert is also at home with the grippe. Mr 
Younts is about his work, but also ought to be at 
home. The doctors say there was never so much 
grippe here, and it was never so severe on those 
having it. Things at home are about the same. 

With love and hoping to hear from you 

soon, I am 


Sincerely yours 
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Dear 13 0 ?/: 


Am getting off today at noon and will go to a 
party given by the Sunday School teacher, Mrs. Jenkins. 

Sure did have a time getting off and have worked my head 
off to do 80. 

The Y/idow i3 still as unloveable as ever, if not 
more so. Someone told me yesterday tnat the heard I was 
going to quit working soon and Marry one of the D. boys. 

I don't know whifch one, but hope it was Val, as he is my fav-* 
orite. Going some, with news, don’t you think? 

It is now twelve and I am going to get out of 
here just as quickly as I can, and won't come back until 
Mon 'lay. 


Good night, or rather good bye until next time, 
Yours, 



1 
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Dear Kirby 

Your good letter came couple of days ago. 

You are certainly doing well and to be congratulated. Keep 
it up and get all the good you can out of everything. There 
are not many who could do as much the first year. You have 
our best wishes in yoiir undertakings. It seems to me you are 
on the right track and if mother and your sweetheart come up 
next summer you will have all that your heart could desire. 

Perry was with us one day and night two weeks ago. 
Dropped you a few lines from office; also mother. He went 
to catch 2:30 train, P.M., but missed it by 3 min. so came 
back and spent night with us. We talked, all three played 
dominoes, then I beat him in checkers. He regaled us with a 
thrilling recital of his escapades: has been going some. 

He looked pretty shabby so I had him wash up, shave, gave him 
sox, hdkfs., white collar, ties, shirt, coat, 65^,seven 2^ 
stamps, and bid him Godspeed. He borrowed a quarter to get 
out here on, not a penny in the world. Told me he sold all 
his clothes before leaving Houston to get a little money to 
exist upon. Played dominoes to get money to buy food and is 
quite a shark. Cheats right and left but is clever. He said 
only one fellow he could beat regularly so he cut out all the 
others to make it a sure go. Won $6.50 at one sitting. He 
left Houston without a stitch except what he had on his back, 
no coat, only o.ld sweater. Somebody gave him an old thing in 
Dallas but it was all to the bad. I did not believe in giving 
him a lot of money and could not spare anyway. When I tell 
you that not many months ago I was in debt $500. you will 
understand what a close rub it has been. However, we have 
worked together and reduced this to $150. so it looks as if 
we can see daylight ahead. He left the next morning to go on 
the next train to San Francisco but have not heard a word 
from him since. Do not know if he arrived or not. He stated 
while here that he intended to pay all his debts, you some 
$80. or $90., Uncle Leon $10.,and brace up in general. It is 
hard to say but I fear he will only fail to make good again. 

We cheered him up and he seemed to enjoy his stay immensely. 

We have a little girl in the family now. She has 
been here just two weeks and is quite a delight to both of us. 
She is five years old and is boarding with us. Her mother is 
a widow and a business woman. Her name is Doris Tabblier. 

She calls us “Auntie" and "Uncle" and is quite affectionate. 

I put up a large swing, will erect trapeze bar, and play with 
her quite a bit. 
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She is a regular acrobat, very muscular and strong, and climbs 
up on my lap at night and I read to her, story books. She 
is a regular case, asks a thousand questions a day, I think 
she will get along all O.K. She says her prayers every night 
and often asks the blessing at the table. She is more or 
less of a bother but we will put up with it for a while until 
we get caught up financially. 

I had a nice long letter from Mother yesterday and 
she writes very encouragingly. Seems to be in a better mood 
and not so care-worn at present. Think she will recover to 
a large extent her old tine buoyancy since Perry is away. 

Tatum is married and happy. Received a letter 
from him several days ago. sawrie remembered us Christmas. 
Oscar is living in his new home which is a beauty and quite 
expensive. Writes that he is contemplating the incorporation 
of*a large lumber business if the work suits him. Perry says 
he is putting $40,000. into wholesale shoe business. Buckley 
at Houston. We half way expect Mamma and Sister out here 
to spend the summer with us; if her health permits. 

I had a good cold for several days a week past but 
have about recovered from the effects today. Peel fine as 
ever and we are planning great times for this summer. Our 
place is keeping us busy as ever and we like it. Business 
is good, cleared $550. last month after all expenses paid. 
Prospects fine and once out of debt things will seem right 
again. We will get there yet I believe. 

That's the size of the pile this time. Norma 
joins me in greetings and best wishes. The report you made 
is to be commended, quite a good one and shows much care in 
the presentation. Must have made a good impression. We 
noted the programme you sent and see you were "it” for the 
evening. Pine occasion and good atmosphere, keep it up. 

The quartette are good lookers anyway; good fellows to run 
with. All your remembrances are appreciated. 

Well, so-longsky. Good-lucksky! Adiosky!! 

Your budsky, 

-r'. ..-.C „ . 
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nr cat Boy: 

;Jy head |fot rill right las t niwit ana today I 
:Jmvc “been rip-roaring-anu-a-flying. It gust seems 
as 11’ lit re is sioie work ever ■ day, arid tier come. I 
sure \vi 11 be vri.en this fertiliser mutsen is over.ro. 


1 can get some rest and be blessedly lazy again, but such 
will be denied me for at least a month longer and tue grind 
is .getting harder every day, it seems, but I sure am putting 


the business thro ugh. I wrote 

fifty letters 

y est er day 


bet ween 

t hr e e an u. si x t er:, an d 

they were not 

all short 

On t ;6 

eithe r. 

\ \ 

-m d I had to he. 0 ait ic 

ular t o ge t nos 

5 1 of th em 

to 


fit those nev/ f and angled envelopes. .. , 

Received the pictures today. You don't mention 
yourself as being in the picture, but ns you were tie 
"Parson" I suppose it is safe to point you out with a skull 


cap sitting on your head and those beloved curly locks hidden 
by some long clorgical locks, which don't look half as rice 
to me. Is Hiss, so-and-so under the cross "Jack"? If it is 
he mackes a -good "Girl" (tiat is, on the picture) 

V/e -are going to nave a Social, or box Social at leatjn, 
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February 
Fifteen 
19 12 . 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

Drake University, 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

Dear Mr* Pages- 

Your letter of Feb. 10th relative to printed matter 
for the Student Conference received. 

A full supply of printed matter concerning Lake Geneva 
will he in the hands of Mr* G. V. Aldrich within a few days and 
you can then get it direct from him. 

Sincerely yours. 

For Mr* Elliott, 
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My dear boy: 

Veil, I went to that box social last evenir. 6 , aad 
I wore my pretty white dress that Jhother made for the carnival 
nr: d Hr. Johnson wanted to run away vri tii me but Gertrude woiildn' t 
let him. There is this much, though, I arc Just simply tired 
of runni about by myself and having to be an object for 
charity when it cones to getting home. I am going to quit 
endeavor because there arc no boys am you can't depend on the 
girls. Anna promised Sunday that she wo ul d sure go, but , 
she is on the socis.l committee and something or other uiur t 
go to please her and she backed out at the last minute, nr cl. 
left me alone. I went by tor her and she die not go, wa s not 
ready, neither die she have a. box fixed, are I hv e offeree to 
help her with that earlier in the day. Well, I was away from 
home and I would not go back but went on by myself, ar;u for - 
t uui at ely met u:p with Mr. Chapman and then Bert 1a and Gertrude 
and Hr. Johnson came along and we a,11 fini shed our journey. 

Of course, I hap a nice time after I got there, but it was the 
same old crowd with about seven extra, girls and all married 
men nr. d the others as goou as married, or too stingy to help 
out any. I am going to wait un til you come back and stay 
at home or go sonewrere v/hen I can get someone to go with, 

Mother thinks I ought to stay at home more anyway, • and I tJhink 
I will try it for a virile. Then too, —r. Pennock has started 
a. church iri the Heights which meets a.t 3 pm ond I can help out 
with ti.at some. 

I fixed my own box last evening, all except the car.dy 
a.nu cake, v/hick mother made . Just tre best candy you ever ate, 
and Chocolate crake. I think she must have been thin king you 
were going to be there, or at least thinking or you. I h-ncr tire 
di ffererit kinds oi’ sandwiches an cl made tnera ail myself ohd trey 
looked pretty and tasted just grand, and I was even complimer.tcd. 
Bevcr mind, boy, I can cook and do a lot of things when it comes 
time, because there is somethin g, judgement or wi Atever it may be 
that I don't have to ream. Its v ust born in ~c , and I will uo 
a goou xk job v;hen it comas time. 

Johnnie has gotten in a .play to be given at tre Prince 
Saturday night, "SIumber!quid" and of course I 'am glad she takes 

an interest in it, but someone has to go -along to see that she 
gets home, and Of Course it means a seat for that person. 






I don't care to Gee it much and I think mother v/ill go if 
She can get ]frs. t/ippreclit or lire. Latchford or Cousin 
to go along. You just o ught to see her nova 8k c has 
c ondeseiide d to accept a oui t ,odbcsasK A 1J2SW 3UIT l'rom me, 
and she has a nice hat , and she has even aside a. silk waist 
and I gave her some pins and-she car, to g up and go wherever 
she pleases.-provided she has the car fare. 

Dickie is still crippled arid it will probably 
be about two weeks or more before he will be worth rising. 

I 3ure will be ->blc to appreciate him ;vhcn he gets well, 
and I car, assure you I never will send rim to ftjuy thin g but 
the best blacksmith shoo in Houston again. He is too gocod 
to be beat up, and is j ust as nice as can be about his sore 
leg. J us t stands as nice and watches all doctoring done to 
see that it is done right and never cuts up a '"ingle bit, bit 
seems to enjoy it. He just naturally loves to be petted nrd 
seems to expect it. livery or. e falls in love with him, and I 
don’t think I would have the le n st bit of trouble in selling 
him if I vranted to. 

I must stop now and finish my work, so be & good 
coy anu write a nice long litter to 

Your girlie, 


t 






Drake University 


DES MOINES, IOWA 

SHERMAN KIRK 

DEAN, COLLEGE Or THE BIBLE 


February 17 1912 


My own dearest Sweetheart 

If I mistake not this will reach you on the 
date of our second engagement anniversary. I can remember 
the incidents of that Sunday evening almost as well as if it 
were yesterday. I remember that we went to Endeavor together 
and that Miss Pollock said that you ought to be ashamed of 
yourself for taking me away from the last session of the 
Laymen's Missionary Movement; and how after we reached home 
we lighted the little oil stove and sit down on the couch 
to have a good talk together; and how we talked of almost 
everything under the sun before we began to get serious and 
then how we gradually worked up to the all important question; 
and how I told you that I loved you, but was afraid to tell 
you so; and how we finally "made it definite”; and how you 
refused to let me kiss you, despite my earnest and eloquent 
pleading; and how I asked you just before telling you good¬ 
night at the door ”if we were really engaged?". It seems 
to me as if I had gone over these incidents a thousand times 
since I have been here. The thoughts of you make me truer 
and more deeply resolved that I will 'make of myself the most 
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that I possibly can and he the nan that you would Hire to 
have me he. Every night I thank God that you love me 
and pray Him that --we may have a long, happy and useful life 
together, and I am confident that these prayers will he 

answered. I am so anxious for the time to come when I 

may laave you with me all the time to study with me, to plan 
with me, to enjoy life with me - to make me happy. 

The Gregory lectures were finished last n ight. 

V!e have had a great week of it and I will never look at the 
Bible in the light that I formerly did. I have a new and 
better idea of it than before and have more respect and 
reverence than ever before. I will tell yoxi about it when 
I come home. I succeeded in getting full stenograp hic 

reports of all the afternoon lectures on the Bible. I 

have not finished transcribing them yet, hut think I will 
have about 60 typewritten pages of very valuable matter. 
Incidentally I expect to sell enough of them to pay me for 
my time. "ill give you particulars later. You can easily 
imagine that this is making me pretty busy - I took both of 
his lectures yesterday, three hours in all. 

I am hoping that you are feeling good and are in 
the best of spirits on this day that will always be remembered 
by you and me. 

lovingly your boy 
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February 17 1912 


Mr Kirby Page 

Drake University 

Des Moines la 
My dear Kirby 


I do not recall whether I owe you a letter, 
but that does not matter, and, besides, I have for some 
time thought of dropping you a line and sending you my 
last two reports which I will enclose with this. 

Your mother has been very kind to keep us 
informed about you and your work, and I was more than 
glad to know about your success with the young people's 
program. You know that I have always insisted that the 
outside work is just as important as the class room work, 
but you must be careful not to take too much of it and 
break down. 


Father's general condition seems to be 
about the same. Your mother is taking the best of care 
of him. She is looking better than I have ever seen her, 
and is very cheerful and says she was never so well and 
her appetite never so good. When you come to Houston we 
w ant you to make our home your headquarter s. I have two 
beds in my outdoor sleeping room and will reserve one for 
you, although there is another inside if you prefer to 
sleep in the house. Write when you can. / / / 


!/( 


Cordially yours 


Enclosures 

iem/mlm 
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Dear Lay: 

Yes, yesterday uhs our anniversary, and your letter 
cnrae to Kand promptly in the morning. It was go ou of you to 
"be so thoughtful. I intended writing you yesterday rv&ain but 
the .work just piled up so Ligy. tis t I decided to wait. It is 
mud* lighter today., out keep? coming in a ri biles, it or over, it 
is still puite en.rly. 

Ve had a bi g fire here last night, or ra the r thi s 
morning. Almost the whole of the 5 th vrn.rU burned, i nc iuui rig 
three compresses, Dev/ Dr os Syrup plant, a couple of rice jaills, 
and about a hundred homes, more or less. The reason four so jj-oat 
a loss vras the v.lnu, which was about as strong as it couiu be 
without b ei ng a hurri cane . V/ e Lao. a, norther last night and. the 
wind cane along too, and just took up anything tnn.t happened to 
be in its way, no matter where nor what. I think it was about 
the strongest we nave i.nu tins year, and you know v/e can .have 
some pretty strong winds down here. The loss goes into the 
millions and doesn't stop at one or two either. There are -bbut 
a hundred families who will have to seek shelter for tonight. 




The fire spread no ;'gs t that people 7 /ho moved ti.eir fmnitu 
out in the streets lost it because of inability to |je t it 4 

i 

ITo one has been hurt os yet that I can learn , on d ev cry one 
that it is the cleanest looking place over there they ever 
Looks like it .van 1;or:.ed a year ago instead of last night, 
wind is still pretty active and cleans things up. The burr* 
area is uore than a. uilc long and several blocks across. If 
s utr ted at lk; 30 an: ana burner until 1ong after tee sun $0 0 
so you can imagine something of th e loss. 

The rc is the annual church on d sun day school soci 
and report at tlm church tonight, -hut I am not gbinj;. I am 
going to keep my -/oru and stay at home in the evenings. 

Dickie is getting auen better and 1 hope to be rJU 
to ride again next v/eek, ax. d I v/i 1)1 be as hap pgr a.s a, lark t 
bother says she believer. I love Dickie Letter than 1 do you 
b u t si. e do se n ' t kn ovr, 

They arc jsxixiia^ putting a own the curbing on t re"]-; 
vard on tre We st side and v/i 11 Soon begin paying. Dickie a 
are sure going to cut that st reet open and hake tmt due t fi 


\vh c 1 

i they get it finished, 

if trey 

cv er 

ao . lie i s 

j uat 

pc t 

tl. at ev er v jp s . y othe 

r Lao a. 

, hen si 

ettjjj g * a. c_l 

she 

t he 

c ut est tii in g e v er > sp 

1 c Z1 iC 

pup py 

(I thixTk I 

t u 1 d 


her before, she is about six ix.ci.es long). 

Oil, boy, I wish you vie re here. Mark tb e ..ays off 

f as t er . 


Yours, 



re 



'l‘T% e 

e d 


d, 

al 

le 

] en. 

> 

om e 
IKi I 

bes t 
^ t 

l)f/U 
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February 24 1912 


Mr Kirby Page 

Drake University 
Des Moines la 
My dear Kirby 

I was very glad to get your 
letter today and am only writing this line to 
say that I will take up the matter about your 
work next summer and write you in a few days* 
We are all about as usual. 

Sincerely yours 



iem/mlm 
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jfeilV/S, February 26, 1912. 


My dear boy: 

I guess I have neglected you long enough and had 
better j>ut on my writing mood and rattle off a few lines to 
keep you from guessing if I am Btill alive. Well, i am, and 
very much so, but it don't make a bit of difference. I just 
keep on in the same old way all the time, hick isn't quite 
well enough to be useful yet, but I did take him out a while 
Sunday morning and I think it did him good, but he limps quite 
too much to even try to trot and it is impossible to even imagine 
my trying to ride him at a walk all the time as I would loose more 
time than I would money. You wonder that I say this, but I don't 
mean that I have much money, only trying to show you HOW MUCH 
time I would lose. Why, I couldn't get to dinner in half the 
time I should and I might not get my share, and that would be 
awful. 

Cieo and the baby were up yesterday and today but 
go heme this evening, in fact I suppose they are almost there 
by this time, ar at least well an the way. That kid of herai 
is just too cute to try to tell about. She is about as much 
of a case as My Great Big Curly Headed youngster, and that is 
going some. 



Yours ever, 
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Mr I E Hanger 


February 86 1918 


Young Hen's Christian Association 


Houston Texas 


Hy dear Hr Manger:- 

For the past several days it has been ay privilege 
to bo in attendance at the State Missionary Convention, held 
at Cornell College. There were a total of 166 delegates in 
attendance from 28 different oolleges in the state, and the 
peaker on the program included such men and women as Arthur 


Hugh, International Secretary of the Young Sen's Christian 
Association in China; Joseph Robbins and Philip Swarta, student 
Volunteer Secretaries; Rev J E Shoemaker, of China; Mrs I p 
Garot, of Japan, Rev Titus Lowe, of India, Rev R A Rayner, of 
the Philllplnes;and Leonard Paulson, at present State Boys' 

Work Seoretazy of Iowa, but who sails for India next September 
as International Secretary there. 


In addition to the regular program of the conference 
there were many things from which we derived great good. It 
was a great privilege to meet and oome to know personally some 
of the strongest men in the colleges. Taken as a whole, this 


was in some ways the most helplhl conference I have ever been 


in, and in many ways I feel that I am Just a little different 
fellow. 





z 


Hr Monger, I hare s favor that I would like to aak 
of you, and in brief it ie this: The present Student Secretary 

here informs me that he will not be here another year, « rv1 that 
the prospects are that the position of student Secretary will be 
done away with after this year. The University authorities 
do not feel that they are Justified in paying a $1,000 a 
year for this work, bo they are thinking of doing away with 
the paid Secretary altogether. jay thought ie simply this, 

I have decided that I will go the president of the college 
see if he would consider a compromise in the matter, that 
is secure someone for part time. I am not sure that I could 
handle the proposition as it ought to be handled, but I believe 
I could get better results than could be obtained by wholly 
volunteer service. it least it will do no harm to talk the 
itter over with the president and find out his attitude in 
regard to the matter. How as to the favor, I would appreciate 
it very greatly if you would oare to write to Hill McClelland 
Bell, president of PraVo University, and tell him something 
of the experience I have had and anything further that you 
may see fit to say. Also, I would be glad if you would care 
to write to Mr Felllngham and Mr Parsons and ask them to use 
their influence for me. I am sure that these letters would aid 
me very materially If the president shonld sec fit to oonsider 
the matter at all. 






, 
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By the way. in a reoent latter Bother told me that 
aha understood that sr Bras ted had given me certain letters 
or introduction and that 1 had never mentioned these In any 
of my letters to you* Z an at a loss to understand this 
for I was sure that I had written you about these letters* 

Soon after coming here 1 present both or these letters and 
was very kindly receive? by both of the gonetlmen, who assured 
me that they would be glad to do anything they possible could 
for ae. and I was under the impression that I had so written 
you, and I am sorry that I was so oarelese as to forget to 
mention this to you* Blease explain this to Mr Brested, and 
extend to him my sincere thanks for his kindness in this natter, 
even if I an somewhat tardy in acknowledging it. 

Remember me kindly to the folks at home and the 
fellows at the building, and hoping that you are in good 
health, I am 

Tours cordially 



Drake University 


DES MOIN ES, IOWA. 


SHERMAN KIRK 

DEAN, COLLEGE OFTHE BIBLE 


February 26 1912 




rhen I returned from the State Missionary Conference 
tod§.y I found two letters from you, and I was mighty glad to 
get a chance to read them. They are the next "best tiling' to 
seeing you, which is out of the question for a time. I 
greatly appreciated the copy of the Chronicle telling about 
the fire, as I was much interested in knowing the particulars 
of it. It certainly was a terrible thing, but may be a 
blessing in disguise, -for "Bloody Fifth" surely was a dirty 
and filthy place. 

The last two weeks have been among the most profitable 
thus far in my life. First came the Gregory lectures, and then 
the privilege of attending the Missionary Convention. This is 
by far the best conference or convention that I have ever had 
the privilege of attending. The speakers on the program 
included such people as Arthur Rugh, International Secretary of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association in China; Joseph F.obbins 
and Philip A Swartz, Student Volunteer Secretaries; Rev J E 
Shoemaker, of China; Mrs I D Garst, of Japan; Rev Titus Lowe, 
of India; and Leonard Paulson, at present State Boys’ Vork 
Secretary of Iowa, but who sails for India next September as 
an International Secretary of the Young Men’s Christian 
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Association. All of these people made very instructive and 
inspirational addresses and produced a great impression upon 
those of us who were there. 

In addition to the regular program of the conference 
there were many things from which we derived great good. It 
was a great privilege to meet and mingle with for several days 
scores and scores of college men from all over the state, some 
of the strongest men in our colleges and men who some of these 
days will he leaders in Christian activities. Then, the Drake 
hunch was as congenial a set of people as could he wished for 
and we had a great old time together. 

^hen we arose at four o’clock this morning to catch 
an early train for home, we found that one of the most severe 
blizzards for years was in full force. Bobert Thompson, 
Student Secretary at Drake, and myself had made an appointment 
with Gladys Allison and her friend Ethel Taylor to come hy for 
them and carry their suitcases to the depot. So we had to 
hike out to another part of the city for them. The wind was 
blowing at a rate that was something fierce and the snow was 
so thick that you could not see very far ahead of you, and 
sometimes was drifted pretty badly. ^e finally found their 
place and soon started for the depot, about 4:30, Bob and I 
each lugging two suitcases. T7e had,to face that gale from 
the north for over half a mile, through snow drifts, until 
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we felt like we pretty nearly frozen. Gladys fell down twice 
and my "big feet got mixed up with, something and down I went. 

Oh I tell you it was great fun. Te finally reached the 
depot and were soon feeling like millionaires sons and daughters 
our train was an hour an a half late to start with, and was more 
than that before we reached home on account of the snow drifts. 
Altogether we were fotir hour late in reaching home, hut as we 
had a good congenial hunch we did not particularly care. ~e 
played games, gave Drake yells, played pranks on each other 
and had a great old time generally. Te surely did get a good 
joke on the president of the Drake Student Association. It 
was this way: ' Tfhen the conductor came along for our tickets 
Taggart, the fellow on whom the joke way played, and I with two 
ladies were sitting together so we handed him all our tickets 
together and when he returned them after having punched them 
I put them in my pocket hook. Later when the conductor caine 
along again for the tickets, Taggart, having forgotten that all 
the tickets had been returned to me, could not find his ticket 
high or low. Te made it up between otirselves that we would 
keep mum for a while and enjoy the fun. He turned all of his 
pockets inside out and took down his overcoat and looked through 
it very carefully, and still found no ticket. The conductor 
growing impatient said that he would he hack in a little while, 
’"’e were all very sympathetic and offered to help hunt for the 
missing ticket, and finally someone suggested that we take up 
a collection and buy another ticket - which we did, slipping 
the missing ticket in the hat just before it was passed to 
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Taggart for his apportionment. I never saw a fellow look 
more foolish in my life than he did when he saw that ticket. 

It seemed is if everybody in that car would kill themselves 
laughing. It surely was funny. 

I came in for my share of the fun, as may be seen 
by the enclosed original verses by various members of the 
party. You can not imagine all the silly things we did to 
kill time. One of the girls offered the remark that her 
hair needed combing, and when I volunteered to do the job 
she accepted and I proceed^o take her hair down, comb it, 
and then plat it, to the great amusement of the crowd. You 
might think from the nature of some of our pranks that it 
was a pretty silly bunch, but this was not the case, for in 
that group were several students who are studying and preparing 
themselves to go to the foreign fields, several preacher boys, 
and two Association men. It was all a lot of harmless fun 
and only served to show that a person to be a Christian does 
not have to be longfaced and always take a serious view of life. 
Altogether it was a great conference fors me; I have new visions 
Ana ideals,deeper consecration and more intense desire to serve 
than I had before going there. I.'y only regret is that you 
were unable to enjoy these things with me. You will know 
some day just how much things of this kind mean to a person 
and the great influence they have on one's after life. 
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I started this letter this afternoon "but was unable 
to finish it, so I came back tonight in order to get it off. 

I do not believe I.have ever seen a prettier night than we 
have here tonight. There is not a cloud in the heavens, 
the moon and starts are shining brighty, while the whole face 
of the earth is one shining- mass of snow. It is a mighty 
pretty sight, I can assure you. I could not help but think 
of the difference in the weather this morning and now, and 
I could not help but think that this same thing is true in 
life. Te are having a time in our life now that might be 
compared with the storm of the morning, and who knows but the 
time will soon come when everything will be as peaceful with 
us as is nature at this moment. So I am content to work 

and study hard and wait for the time to come when the storms 
have passed, when we may be together. Sweetheart, I have 
high ideals and ambitions for our lives an4 I am so anxious 
to have you with me to help carry out these ideals and 
ambitions. 


Good night, sweeteast and dearest little girl in 
the world, and always keep in mind that we love each other 
and are going to help each'other to do great things for 
humanity in our time. I love you, .*lma- darling. 

Devotedly your baby dear 







Drake University 


DES MOIN ES, IOWA 

SHERMAN KIRK 

DEAN, COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE 


February 26 1912 


1(7 dearest mother:'* 

When I returned today from the State missionary 
Conference, at Cornell College, to which I had been sent as 
a delegate with expenses paid, I found your letter enclosing 
the one from Ferry, and also a letter from Ferry himself, and 
two letters from Alma. It was almost like getting home 
again to get to read those letters. Alma sent me a copy 
of the Chronicle telling about the big fire. It certainly 
was a terrible thing, but it may turn out to be a blessing 
in diBguise, for "Bloody Fifth" surely was a dirty and filthy 
old place. 

The last two weeks have been among the most profitable 
thus far in my life. First caine the Gregoiy lectures, and then 


the privilege of attending the Missionary Convention. This is 
by far the best conference or convention that I have ever had 
the privilege of attending. The speakers on the program 
included such people as Arthur Hugh, International Secretary of 
the Young Men's Christian Association in China; Joseph Bobbins 
and Philip A Swarta, Student Volunteer Secretaries; Rev J ^ 
Shoemaker, of China; Mrs L D Garst, of Japan; Rev Titus Lowe, 




of India; and Leonard Paulson, at present State Boys' Tork 
Secretary of Iowa, but who sails for India next September as 
an International Secretary of the Young men's Christian 
Association. All of these people made very instructive and 
inspirational addresses and produced a great impression upon 
those of us who were there. 

In addition to the regular program of the conference 
there were many things from which we derived great good. It 
was a great privilege to meet and mingle with for several days 
scores and scores of college men,who some of these days will 
be leaders in Christian activities. Then, the Brake bunch was 
as congenial a set of people as could be wished for and we had 
a great old time together. Altogether there were 165 delegates 
present from 22 different colleges in Iowa, 16 of whom were from 
Brake University. 

Then we arose at four o'clock this torning to catch 
an early train for home, we found that one of the most severe 
blizzards for years was in full force. Robert Thompson, 

Student Secretary at Brake, and myself had made an appointment 
with Gladys Allison and her friend to come by for them and 
carry their suitcases to the depot. Co we had to hike out 
to another part of the city for them. The wind was blowing 
at a rate that was something fierce and the snow was so thick 
that you could not sec very far ahead of you, and sometimes 
was hadly drifted. Te finally found their place and soon 
started for the depot, about 4:30 in the morning, Bob and I 
each lugging two suitcases. Te had to face that gale from 
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is true in life. Fe are having- a time in our life now that 
might "be compared with the storm of the morning, and who knows 
hut that the time will come when everything will he as peaceful 
with us as is nature at this moment. So I am content to work 
and study hard and wait for the time to come when'everything 
will he at peace in our life. I am fully convinced that if 
one really comes to he a close firend to Jesus and lias confidence 
in Him and in His promises, that nothing can cause him to he 
really unhappy. Some of our troubles are physical troubles 
hut most of them are mental difficulties, and to a very great 
degree it is only a question of the way in which we look at 
things. For this reason I am very glad that you are so 
cheerful. I know that you have hitter moments and times 
when you are so lonely that you can hardly stand it, hut hy 
appearing to he cheerful you soon come to feel really cheerful. 

At least, that is the way in works out with me.’ 

I thank God nightly that he gave me such a mother 

as you are and always have heen, and pray that He will watch 
0 

over and prtect- you and he a comfort to you. C-ood night 
mother dear, and remember that I love you, although I Am 
not always as considerate of you as I should he. 








February £6 1912 


My dear old Perry Boy: - 

1 w&a mighty glad to get that letter you wrote me 
on the 16th, although I am unable to account for the reason 
why it did not reach me until today. Z am greatly interested 
in the things you hare tom say and hope that things will go 
along smoothly with you. You are right, that drilling and 
handling of a gun will do you a world of good physically. 

Stay with it and do your work conscientiously and you will 
oome out with flying colors. If you feel that smoking will 
help you any get you an old pipe and puff away on It to your 
hearts oontent, as far as I am oonoerned. I am not so narrow 
as to say that it la a sin to smoke, but I do know that olgarettes 
are Injurious to s fellow and for that reason you ought to leave 
them alone. They will get your wind some of these days if you 
stay by them long enought, so it would be my advice to confine 
yourself to a pipe, with an oooaslonal olgar. 

There is a great deal In that thinking business you 
mention. If a guy has sense enough to sit down oooaslonally 
and do some real thinking he will oome out all right. It is 
the fellow that goes through life without doing any real thinking 
that gets Into trouble. So you get off by yourself as often as 
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you oan and Just think - think of your past life, think of 
the things before yon in the future, think of mother, think 
of God, and after one of these thinking spells if you have 
anything on your heart that you think I could help you out 
i, write me the details and I will be glad to help you out 
if I oan. Don't allow yourself to drift away from the ohuroh - 
go when you get a ohanoe - join the If aval Y M C A when you have 
a ohanoe - and Just take tine to think, and you will come 
out all right. 

Things are going along with me in great shape. «m 
awful busy. Have just returned from a oonferenoe at Cornell 
College (State Missionary Conference). I had a mighty helpful 
and delightful time. I was sent as a delegate, expenses paid. 
Expect to get home about the middle of June - gee 1*11 be glad 
to get back there again, with Alma and mother. 

T’rite me as often as you oan, old fellow. I enjoy 
your letters and hope that you will send them real often, 
Remember old boy, that I love you, although we have not always 
shown it by our notions. 


Your brother 


- 
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Houston,Texas, February 29 , 1912. 

5 pm. 


My dear "boy; 


Well, I am &oing to knock off early today and go home and eat some. 
Thia ia payday and I took over two hours for dinner an d have 
already written 72 letter. What do you think of that? I wrote 
about 53 for Mr. Isbell, a few of which I had taken dictation for 
yesterday, and the balance today, and the rest were some circu¬ 
lars for old man Guilmartin , but which? had to be all original, 
and they were about a page double space. Just a. nice lotoking 
letter. Mr. I said he would have to put some brakes on me to 
keep me from going too fast. 

Ey the way, Mr. Isbell got touched for tiiree dollars 
at the Y.M. some tlitre this week, Tuesday night I ghirik. He said 
it was a nan at the desk whom he suspects. He uiu not report it 
but said he was going to lay a trap for the fellow. The way it 
ipjus happened was this way., He went to the desk to leave his purse 
and the fellow was very nice and polite to him shaking hands and 
wrote Mr. Isbells name on the envelope for him, and see,if he had 
wanted to tear that envelope up and write another the writing 
was still his. The purse was folded just as nice and left like 
it had never baen touched. He described him as being about 25 


t 
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Nearest ooy of mine: 

Y/ell, 1 really did get 


to go to Endeavor last 


even in g, 


on t Ilf) d to s t ' i j" ci t 1 : o:.; g 


ir: 'ie morning on account 


of nnother nice 
Lord sure uosen 
fra:: the way he 


shower or rather day of rain. The good 
t intend lor iff, to get very dry dov/n lie re, 
sp j. inkle o the streets for us. It is just 


simply awful, still. 


I guess lie knows vital; 


i s Les t. 


I am going to write you a real letter some of u,cse 
days and just see how much 1 can write. Can’t say when that 
will be, though, just whenever I happen to open my heart and 


get a good spell. 

I)o you ever participate in any more social g aye ties? 
Yon never speak of any more. I really get to go so little 
that I hardly know now to behave myself when I do get a chance. 
You can just bet on it that we will go same anu then some Wren 
you get back, even if we have to walk every step of the way to 
every place we go. bee? 

With mucr love, I am, 

Yours ever, 

i /J jx ■ 



i 
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Dearest "boy of min e: 

’.'fell, this vfas another pay day arid I went down town 
and gave all my money away . '.That do you think of that? Liberal 
don't you think? But not so. I just gave it to people I owed 
it to. 

I also bought me a new hat f and it just suits my 
new suit find, well, you just ought to see me. The boys are 
threatening to run av®.y with me, so you had better look out. 

I haven't done very much work today, and still I have worked 
hard all the evening, too. I didn’t ride today as I wanted 
to go to town and also to wear my suit, and you see the suit 
don n t quite agree with a saddle arrangement or much or any kind 
of an arrangement except a hobble, never mind, though, It is 
all right and you need not laugh, because everyone thinks it 
looks j us t fi ne. 




Yours ever, 




rjhv 


\ 


OFFICER S-- 
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Houston,Texas 


January 31, 1912, 


Mr. Kirby Pa.^e, 

c /° Drake University, 

Dee Mollies, Iowa. 
Dear Kirby:-- 


Sep^ Aer airier S!*^ 35 Kr^u £. data4 


„„ -°u Uave found nut before nn’-r +Vi 3 + r 

poor correspondent, not *hat r • -nat I am a very 

ceiving letters from my friends bS°' a ?” J ° y - eXC3S( ? insly re “ 
day it is a difficult task for®™* ^ ^L< vSr l hs S rind of. the 
reply. As a result of *his°I ?L* an J s °rt of a 

warm friends like Jacob Rg&ne J?JfJ-tJ 0811 t £ a ° u of way good 
However, I want to ±r Jon!?* ?+? ers of less Prominence, 

find it in vour soul Send y £ U and ho * e *<>« will 

even though I muL&tyX £ reply? fMm tiEie to tirne 


«“ “PP«tun^,?« n aL t ?to 0 rin g !l 2';Ii 8 e »S e ?,, I f . a:!1 ** j*» ™y 

in your new wot*v vn^aseives in front of you 

coming your way t] ? in § 8 ars 

I ^ave always had a great aI!{’J u l I ,i not surprised for 
with curly hair, who fell deBnaT’B.f!?^^ 8 ? 06 in a y° u hg man 
lady not far away. I?“hewlf the^S ~°V T ith a ^oung 

in returning from church w« ma +’ h!J " h r r . ? u . ndla >’ corning 

woman riding on horse §M r €S8^f%I^! t Si a 5, lc ° iciRg 
pleasantlv we »*eali?pri ", ?®r 6 * i3 -^d bowed very 

name to Mrs. Pare. JjL ? “ E * ie W1 i3 S031e ^ charge her 


and have reasons to belTev<» °+-ho ~~e.f^^ tl;e hungers 
’Gated and the 'lungers wl «ot?^ v i s T3Ry Pleasantly lo- 
the excellent ^ SSJtSa^/ 0 ' 


you I ’to e 0tore : 'yoSrS^dB onVoa”^ for 

eering’a £S.^ £ ££!. 

as the official board o-f -h* tt^? 1 <? uc £ an august body 

Doara ot uiie University Place Church. 
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JAMES D-DAWSON, Prestoent 
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High Grade Commercial fertilizers 

P.O.ORAWER M 

Houston, Texas, ? e b ruary 3, luik. 


My own dear boy: 

Your letter received in v/i.i oh you say you don't find 


en ough of 

t he r 

eal 

ME. 

1 

don 1 1 kn 

uy/ v/ii c it i 1 ‘ 

the mat t er 

-■ri ih i 

:ie 

n ov;, 

but I 

am j 

us t 

ge tt 

ing 

s o go o d 

-fo r-notLi 

>• ti'ia.t yon 

V'/Q Ul d 

re t 

know 

me a t 

all. 

I 

am j 

ust 

simply 

not a Li t o : 

£ c o un t a n y 

I;or e . 



in regard to our future plans, there is plenty of time 
for such after you come back, but I think it 'would be best to 
wait until just before you leave for school, and t-.cn re v/ill 
not be worried with losing any time and spending any money 
foolishly on a honeymoon, and in tiiat way we would not be cut 
out of having one either. See? Y/e might just simply announce 
a plain, church wedding, as everyone knows we cant do society. 

I just never felt so 1 ones ate in all my life as I 
do this evening. I feel rather blue, but I do rh t know what on 
eactk should cause such a feeling. I guess it is because I AM 
lonesome, and 1 wish to goodness you would hurry and strike out 
the rest of tne time between now and closing of school. I just 
want my boy. There is rio one at all I can paddle and toss around 
down here now and I am just simply lost without you. 

Yours ever, 








SHERMAN KIRK 

DEAN,COLLEGE OFTHE BIBLE 


Drake University 


DES MOINES, IOWA 


February 3 1912 


My dear Mother:- 

Beceived a letter yesterday from Perry, written 
at Pasadena. I suppose that he wrote you at the same time. 

He says that he is well and haring a good time and that he 
will write again when he gets to Frisco. I am glad that he 
had a chance to run out and see Leah for a few hours. 

Bellmont sent me a copy of his monthly report, 
which I was glad to get, as I am interested in what is being 
done in Heavenly Houston. Incidentally, it is not such an 
awful long time until I will be back where I can drink bayou 
water to my heart*s content. "’'on’t that be fine - I mean 
the being back. 

■Everything is about the same with me and I have 
very little new*that is worth telling. Am still busy 
with the plans for the meeting tomorrow and the other things 
that I am trying to do. May get reckless some of these days 
and write you another real letter, but in the meantime don't 
forget that I am happy.and that I love you. 


Affedtionately your boy 









BHIVEHSITY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Has Hollies Iowa 
Charles S Medbuxy - Minister 

February 5 19IS 


Hr Kirby Rage 

City 

Hy dear Kirby: - 

I can not withhold a word this Monday morning with 
reference to our program of last night. It was suoh a very 
great pleasure and gratification to me and I feel that much of 
the success of the evening is really to be credited to you. I 
want to thank you personally for the life you xiut into the work 
and to express my appreciation further of the manliness of your 
serrioe before the Church and the world. I am oonfldent your 
earnest serrioe is to the pleasure of our Lord Himself and I am 
sure He has inq! store for you, years of frultfnlness and true 
prosperity. 

Bespeaking for you all good things. 

Cordially and gratefully your brother 
(Signed) Charles S Medbury 



Des moines, Iowa, 


February 5, 1912 


UNIVERSITY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

TWENTY "FIFTH AND UNIVERSITY AVENUE 

CHARLES S. MEOBURY, MINISTER 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

C i t. y. 

My dear Kirby: 

I cannot withhold a word this Monday morning with refer¬ 
ence to our program of last night. It was such a very great 
pleasure and gratification to me and I feel that much of the 
success of the evening is really to be credited to you. I want 

to thank you personally for the life you put into the work and to 
express my appreciation further of the manliness of your service 
before the Church and the world. I am confident your earnest, service 
is to the pleasure of our Lord Himself and I am sure He has in 
store for you, years of fruitfulness and true prosperity. 

Bespeaking for you all good things, 


Cordially and gratefully youpybrother, 






UNIVERSITY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Hob Koines Iowa 
Charles S Medbury - Minister 


February 0 1918 


Hr Kirby Rage 
City 

Hy dear Kirby* - 

* i 1 

X csn not withhold a wort this Monday morning with 
referenoe to our program of last night* It was oaoh a very 
great pleasure and gratification to me and I feel that much of 
the Buocesa of thc_ evening ia really to he credited to you# I 
want to th&rJ: yon personally for the life, you put into w0: 
and to express ay appreciation fnrthor of the m^n.rinses of your 
service before the Church and the world. X am eonfi* 3 ur 
earnest serrico is to the pleasure of our Lord Binself and I aa 
sure He has in? store for you. years of fruitfulness and true 

prosperity. 

Bespeaking for you all good things. 

Cordially and gratefully your brother 

1 i' 

(Signed) Charles S Medbury 


T 
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C. J. SHARP. W. E. M. HACKLEMAN. CLAUDE E. HILL, Secretary Board and National Superintendent 


National Unarft of Christian iEnfoaiwr 

StsrtpUa of CCIjrtHl 

OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SUPERINTENDENT 

Valparaiso, I n diana, Feb. 5, 1912. 

Efiv; Cftas. . Meabury, 


1079 £3d St., 


Dos Moines, Iowa. 

Dear Brother Ledbury: 

We have received draft for $20 from your secretary 
of the iindeavor Society of the University Place Church. This 

is the largest offering we have received from any society 

* * 

this far and we thank yon very sincerely for it. Please 
express our thanks to the Young People. Receipts from 
Endeavor day are coming in splendidland for the first time 
we are going to have some money with which to prosecute our 
work. Again thanking you I ar,, 


Your Brother 


COH 






COTTON SEED PRODUCTS 
FOR DOMEST/C and EXPORT TRA DE 

High Grade Commercial Fertilizers 

RO. DRAWER M 

Houston, Texas, February b, 191:-;. 


JAMES D. DAWSON, President 
GEO. O,HASKELL, Vice President 
R E ISBELL, Secty andTreas. 


Be nr eat Boy: 

The Themoiaeter was way up : to the sun here Saturday 
"rid yesterday and today we just like to froze to death. I 
did manage to go to Sunday School and Endeavor, thoygh, *tind 
Mr. G. P. Pittman r/a s good enough to be at endeavor and he 
put me on the Heights car amd left me in the care of Miss 
Green and Mr. Chapman and the rest of the heights crowd.Pitt 
looked like the same old Pitt, but I wasn’t satisfied. I don’t 
like him like I used to. I guess I am too hard to please, so 
you had Better consider yourself a lucky cuss’ to be able to 
please me at all. * I am getting so that I can enjoy myself 
real nicely just running around with the girls, and tne only 
thing that, ever bothers me is getting home. 

^ow, I am going to tell you some news, but please 
don’t explode. I don’t suppose you have heard th is before, 
but nevertheless it will be in terest ing'. It concerns a 
young lady named Miss Ivy Eieke, and is to the effect that 
she is going, with her mother, to California, some time trio 
week, I think. At least that is what is , or was, rumored 
around yesterday. II ow vrhat the thuzlder does Oscar me ax. by 
letting her go off there when re kn;ws it will be so much 
easier for her to get in touch with Perry. To tell you the 
truth, I can’t understar, d such ppople. Th ey a,re' beyond me. 

I saw Lee Morris yesterday" evening, and he is just 
back from a trip to iiavasota, where he has been visiting my 
cousins, arid he- thinks he is uead in love with Corinne, the 
one that was down here last summer with that pretty little 
girl who was so shocked at how we acted and who liked to near 
you oreach about dancing. Lee said he sure was going to work 
hard and had cut out his bad habits arid all that. Poor kid 
thinks he is sure enough in love. We 11, he res luck to them 
both. 

And he re 3 a kiss and a prayer for my boy . 

• L uurs ever 






February 6 191" 

Mr Charles S Medhury 

University Ohuroh of Christ 
Dea Moines Iowa 
Sear Brother Medbuiy:- 

The very kind words contained in your letter that 
oame this morning were greatly appreciated and I wish to thank 
you for them. I consider myself highly honored and privileged 
in haring been able to hare a part in the services of laet Sunday 
evening, and feel that personally I received a very great deal 
from the occasion. 

As leader of loyalty Endeavor, I wish to extend to 
you our sincere thanks fbr the opportunity afforded us to present 
our work before the ohuroh, and to pledge you our loyal support 
at any time you may see fit to oall upon us for assistance. 

Again thanking you for your kind words and good wishes, 

I am 


Yours very cordially 
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fMPGRTERS AND DEALERS IN 

pm 

JAMES D. DAWSON, President. RO.ORAWER jyj 

GEO: 0. HASKELL .Vice President. 

R. F. IS BELL, Secretary ^Treasurer. ^ y £ 


My crwV.ii i,ear Loy; 

nothing from you today. Cant grumble though .as 
i got your "NOTE" on Saturday morning, and nothing is 
hardly due as yet. 

It sure is a good thing yaau are not here noi as 
you and mother sure would fail out about all thi s mud. (?) 
Catch the drift? It rains down here. It stopped again 
today and has proceeded to get somevhat colder. fie sure 


are having a hail Columbia happy time. 


Just splash and swirm 


anywhere we xva.nl to. CouL d almost have slated yesterday 
morning and last night it all melted end so&e more rain came 
I thought about you and your number 11 * s run .a in g ar our cV in 
all tliS t mud and via t a lot you would carry around with you. 


srn ack 

if W6 
v/e got 
s outh 
everyt 


The Industrial Cotton Oil Company burned pi urn 
to the ground Cat ur day and it looked for a whi le as 
would go to, but the wind was favourable to us and 
off. If the wind had been blowing just a little more 
west instead of south east it would have taken ?bout 
hi rig in Chare yvi lie, me included. 


Ii ope I 


CP t that long premised "letter* tomorrow. 


Yours most 


ovingly 
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E^CIA L 

IMPORTERS AND DEALERS IN 


JAMES D. DAWSON, President. 

GEO. O. HASKELL, Vice President. 
R-F. ISBELL, Secretary XTreasurer. 


p. o. dr awe: r m 

January 12, 1912. 


Sweetheart: 

We are just having tne dickens of a time down here 
now. yesterday it was hot enough to {50 around with one sleeve 
on and the thermometer registered 72 arid at eleven o'clock 
today it was 15 with two tenths of an inch of snow, and wind, 

-—well it v/iis going some. Some quick change and we all felt 
it. I didn't riae Dick today because mother v/as d'rai d he might 
freeze, but just as sure as I get a chance I am going to ride 

him tomorrow. if I don't get to ride 3 oiJie I sure v/iill not get 

to go to Sunday School Sunday because I am dead broke and payday 
don't come until monday. If ever this company gives us our pay 
day ahead of time again while I am here, I sure will smash the 

head of the man that made the mo thin. And I mean it too. 

Talk about your pretty things, well trr t suit of 
mine is just the prettiest ever. I fitted it for tue last time 
yesterday and it fits like a gl ove from top to bottom. I hope 
you will like it. 

V/e haven't done much work today except hug the radiators. 

In fact, it was so cold this morning that we v/e re tempted to Lug 

each other.- and It was all I could do to keep the boys from- 

s it ting on the radiators. Silas put a hot brick in the buggy to 

keep warm and it started things to burning undgthey sure did have 
Y/ith lots and lots of love, 


a. ti me. 




















Drake University 


DES MOIN ES, IOWA. 

SHERMAN KIRK 

DEAN, COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE 


January 15 1912 



I am getting more and more interested in Loyalty 
as the days and weeks go hy, and am getting more pleasure 
and help out of my work in that connection than I ever 
have out of anything before. It takes quite a lot of time 
that is very valuable to me just now, but I feel that I am 
accomplishing something v/ith it and feel that it is more 
than worth all the efforts put forth. The Endeavors are 
to have charge of the Sunday evening service in the big 
church on Februaiy 4th, which means that I will have to 
give even more time and thought to it than ever, for tnis 
is going to a big thing, as this is by far the largest 
church in Iowa. I suppose I will have a part on the 
program, which ought to mean something to me personally, 
and the meeting ought to give us a boost that will help 
us a lot in our work. I am feeling might good over the 
prospects for the future of the work. It is my ambition 
to place Loyalty on the very best footing it has ever been 
and to place it in the very forefront of societies in America. 
Isly how L wish you might be here with me - wouldn't we do things 
together though. 




2 


I certainly clid laugh at that two-tenths of an 
inch of snow. You ought to he up here where everything 
is covered with snow, and has been for weeks and weeks and 
will he for several months yet. I am told that there is 
snow on the ground here until along in May. Of course, 
a person soon gets use to it and really enjoys it. 

I really have nothing very exciting to tell, as 
my work is somewhat the same each week, hut I am well, busy, 
ahd happy, and strange to say, am behaving myself. Say, 
wouldn’t it he a good thing for you to get out my old letters 
and take a day off sometime and answer the variou^s questions 
that I have been asking that you have never mentioned in any 
of your letters. See? 

I only wish I were in Houston - I would see that 
you didn't get cold. Tith lots of love to. my pretty little 
sweetheart and wife to-be, I am 


Most affectionately yours 







w 
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COTTON SEED PRODUCTS 
FOR DOMESTIC AND EXPORT TRA DE 


High Grade Commercial Fertilizers 

P.O. DRAWER M 

Houston, Texas ,Ja nua ry 15, 191L. 


JAMES D. DAWSON, President 
GEO.O,HASKELL,Vice President 
R.F ISBELL, Secty andTreas. 


S we ethear t: 



'Jell, this is another old payday, and I am glad it is 
almost over. I cant do without 
So there you are. At least, it 
ent, although daddy has been at 
his first pay day since: he vrent 


it and I cant do with it. 
is hai - d work just at pres- 
vrork, a.s toraorrov/ will he 
hack. It seems as if ev eyy ■ 


tiling ever owed or that has to be paid in all the year has 
to be paid this month. H is a hard pusij. with us and me 
.been working hard all the time and I 


don t know what 


strikers who are still out are doing, 
they are big enough fools to stay out 
something to bring them to thei; 


cue 

an u I don’t car el 
they ougiit to have 
senses, ‘ 


If 


I didn't go to Sunday School yesterday as I had 


to 

me crazy, ana I 
than I wo ul d by 


stay hccie and wash my head. 

thought I would 
letting it go. 

1 


It was just a.bout to run 
profit more by washing it 
I did think I would get to 
go to Endeavor, but didn't ever, get to go tie re. However, 

I did get to ride hick for about an hoar, and that did me 
a lot of good. People still stare at me and some forget to 
shut their mouths when I pass, and, Oh, I just see a lot 
and have a lot of fun 'watching the people that watch me. 

You just ought to see the different kinus of expressions 
on the different faces. Some of them admire, some scoff 
and scorn, some wonder, some (men) try to flirt, some boys 
yell at me, and some uont know how to look, hick and I don’t 
give a snap for any of them, because we KNOW we look all 

right and'would make £ fine picture and ho make a fine 
picture. And HOST of the people think so. 

£oy dear, I do get so lonesome on Sundays tnat 
I just don t know what to do. I can't get anyone to go 
with me, even if it is Leap Year. I guess I am feoo sour 
and not xmaugh bold enough. I;over mind, though, I’ll Lave 
s o me on e s om e o f th e sc da y s. 


3a\v Vick today on tiie car Just Iiad a cnancc to say 
a word or two. He says tell you hello for him. he looked 
just as nischevious as ever, and I believe he looks several 
years younger, \7hats happened to him? He positively looked 
like a” little kid. Still has that smile that won't come off. 

He cBn“t compare with my boy, th-ugu, Can he? 

Yours ever, 


r 
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P. Q, DRAW E R M 


t&ovrstoJi, ‘Tarns, 


January lb, 1912, 


Dearest of mine: 

Had a pretty good day today. Been just as Busy as 
can Be all evening But not much to do this morn, feeling fine. 

Say, mother says that if you do Become a. preacher 

you had Better stay away from Texa.s as someone tried to shoot 

a preacher at Ft. Worth Sunday night, through a stained glass 

window oiy his church study, too. What do you think of that. 

* 

Really, dear, the more I think of it, the more I 
think that you are not cut out for a preacher as much as you 
are for a YMCA'man. I don't know v/hy, But I can't imagine you 
as a preacher at all. I suppose it must Be a t/annn's intuition. 
I just simply can't reconcile myself to the idea. 

Jimmy D. Sr. just flatfootiedLly refused to give me 
any more money not long ago. I am going to tackle him with 
another proposition the first chance I get. I have just got 
to get some more money or I will not have a cent By the time 
I need it worst. I wish those old union men were all in 
Hell-ena Montana or somewhere Besides fussing and spluttering 
around here. Really, I don't see how mother is going to 

get along after I am gone. I pay trie light and water Bill n»w 
and also the insurance, vtiiutch is no more than right, But still 
daddy dosen't pay a Bloomin thing except the grocery Bill arid 
a few little incidentals. lie dosen't even Buy mother any 
clothes. If I were going to Be a mad, I sure would Be a MAN 

and not an exause of one. I don't see how some people can Be 
so really insignificant and not know it and not have any ambi¬ 
tion or try to do Better. However, I think I must have enough 
to make up for all the rest. I can only hope and trust and 
pray that things will come out all right. That is all either 
of us can do now, after we do our part. 

Yours ever lovingly, 
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January 18 1912 


LIr Kirby Page 

Drake University 

Des Koines Iowa 
My dear Kirby: - 


Your letter of the 15th instant enclosing a copy of 
the letter to Kr lie Gill has just come and I thank you. ' It is~ just 
what I thought you would do and what I thought you ought to do. I 
have not heard from Mr McGill since writing you. 


I appreciated your other good letter and the kind 
words so much, but could not read it or pass it around to the Porce 
because you said too many nice things that were not deserved, nev¬ 
ertheless, one likes to hear words of appreciation once in a while. 
Your report of the Christian Endeavor work was splendid, and I 
nassed that around. 



Your mother is a perfect Godsend to us, and is doing 
well and seems to be very happy in her ’work so far as she could be 
happy under the conditions that prevail. She is certainly far more 
cheerful than I ever saw her. She is so good to Father,- strong, 
wise, gentle, patient and tactful; and she is a wonderful help to 
Mother. Your usual letter had not come this week when I left, and 
if you knew how she absolutely lives on letters from you and Leake 
you v/ould not fail to get them to her regularly. They seem to be 
the only thing she lives for. She worries a little once in a while, 
but will always do that, as you know. 




Mr and Mrs Douglass have for some time been wanting 
her to let them have another room, which I think she ought to do 
because she hardly goes home once a week. She has held on to it, 
though, borrowing trouble, saying that if Perry should get sick 
she would go home, take him in and take care of him. The very 
best thing that can happen to Perry is for him to take care of him¬ 
self, at least, for the next fifteen years. I have had several 
talks with him along that line, and he seems to receive everything 
that I say very kindly. At Hew Years time I gave him a few days 
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work, that he might have a little money to start on, then asked 
aim to come in the next day and see what we could do about find¬ 
ing rork. He die not show up for a week,- until he had spent 
the money and borrowed something from come young man. It is now 
muen more than a week since I have seen him, and I do not know 
where he is. I told him where his mother was, but insisted that 
he must leave her entirely alone, and that it would be best for 
him to get work and make good without bothering her, to which he 
seemed to fully agree. I will do all I can to help him, but he 
always remains away until he is absolutely broke, hungry, or 
thinks he is going to get sick. When I see him I will tell him 
to write to you. 

Miss Mason appreciated your very kind words about 
her leuter writing. There are many other good things that I 
might say about her work but, lest I might embarrass her, will 
wait until some time I may say to you like Paul, "All this have 
1 written with mine own hand.? 

We are all always glad to hear from you. With 

much love, I am 


Sincerely yours 


iem/klm 
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Dear Kirby: 

Your shorthand letter of the 13th received. 

I don't,seem t o be able to digest it at all. Neither uo I 
sear, to be able to answer it. You know, things don't sound 
the stone v/i.en read from a piece of paper as they do wnien 
spoken by the human voice. 

I can only say this much. when we first changed 
our plans, it just took all tiie life out of me and I was 
not my se If, joxxxiijc mentally, for quite some while. If I 
should have to change them again, and I have been preparing 
clothes and things for quite a. v/uile, it v;oulu utterly take 
the heart out of me, and I 
will not change them n.s far 
It is now or never. 


0 (9 


4‘ 
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wish to say definitely that I 
ns postponement is concerned. 


•\ 
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Dear boy: 

Enclosed is a clipping that you may not Lave seen. 

I do not know if your mother knows about him or not. I 
presume sornewliat of a load wil 1 be lifted from your mind by 
such an act on his part. I aa sure it will be from hers. 

I; haven’t seen her since she went to iir. Hungers and have 

only heard of iier through you . They seem to have taken 
some forward steps in the case of Ivy and refused to let 
perry see Ivy at all and would not even let him call her up 
on the phone. I -cioidt know if that had anything to do with 
his going or not* but presume so. 

Well, I got to wear my new suit at last and you 

just ought to have seen me. I tell you I looked like s on e 

show. Went to Sunday School and Church and then to Endeavor 
in the evening. . We are going to have some socials right 
soon and guess I will get to go to them. Hope so at least. 

how is Mont aria. J'^ck getting along with his love 
affairs? I hope he dosen t get too badly perplexed about them 
all. Tell him they are all just alike. 

With much love, I ari . 

Yours, 



t 
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Houston,Texas, January £4, iqi£. 


Dear "boy of mine; 

Haven't ijad very much to uo today, at least, I 
have finished up early ana feel as if I hadn&t had much. 

I don't know just exactly hew I feel today. 

Dan told ne I was TOO good. Don't lau^i now, he meant it. 

I a 3 Ice d him a question arid he answered it. I guess there 

i 

is really no hope for me at all. Dut still, Dan dor t knov/. 

Things are running along here pretty smoothly 
now. I went for a ride yc ste relay • evening, the first time 
for quite a while after working hours. Haven't even roue 
much on Sundays because of the weather^ but it is so pretty 
now, thoiigh today was rather cloudy arid foggy. 

I 

Y/hy don't you write me a long letter? You haven t 
written anything but notes for quite a while. 

Yours 



r 






January 24 1912 


My dear Mother:- 

After looking at the matter from all aides and 
seriously oonslderlng aU phases of the question, and after 
praying over It, Alma and I have decided that we will he married 
next summer. Mow as to the financial end of the proposition, 

I ha'fe ay plans pretty well in hand. In the first place, 

I expeot to he able to make enough next summer to get us all 
here, and with what we oan get out of the things in the house 
we ought to hare almost enough to furnish a small house. 

Tith the experlenoe that I will gain this year and with the 
help of Dean Kirk, who I feel sure will do everything he oan 
for me, I am sure that I oan go out each Sunday to one of the 
smaller ohnrohes in a nearhy town, from which I could dear 
at least $7*50 over and above oare fare and other expenses. 

This would give me $30*00 a month as a starter. Mow as to 
the question that will he raised in your mind a 3 to ray being 
able to get such a place, let me say that from 75 to 100 
pulpits are being filled regularly'by the students of Drake, 
and I am absolutely sure that with the stand in that I have 
with Dean that I will have no trouble whatever in getting a 
place. In fact I oould be going out every Sunday now if I 
wanted to, but I thought it beet to stay by the }5ndeayor 
work for a time, although it is not paying me anything, for 
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I believe that I am ooming before the people here and gaining 
an experience that could not be gotten by going out to the 
smaller towns. I am constantly speaking before the public 
and am getting to feel perfectly at home before an audience, 
which ought to help me ougfe a great deal in my work next. 

Then in addition to this, I am absolutely cure that I can get 
enough stenographic work to pay me $30.00 a month, which will 
give us an income of $60.00 per month, which is not a king's 
ransom, but ought to be enough for us to live on. Again, 
as to the question that will be raised in your mind as to my 
being able to take time for all of this and yet do satisfactory 
school work. At the present time I am giving more than thiB 
amount of time to ray stenographic work, ray boys' olub work and 
Christian endeavor, so you see from the standpoint of time it 
will not be a hardship on me. It is surprising how rauoh a 
fellow can aoooraplsih when he makes up his mind that he wants 
to. 

Then I have still another plan - I know that you 
would not he content to sit down and fold your hands, so I 
have been talking things over with Mrs Middleton, end she 
tells mo that last winter she hired a 009 k and kept hoarders, 
and made enough from 8 or 10 hoarders to feed her whole family 
of 8 people. Che says that there is good money in keeping 
boarders in Dos Moines. k good cook can be secured for $6.00 
a week and students oan be scoured to wait on the table and 
wash dishes for their meals. She said that she did not 
think that this would he hard on you, in fact would he easier 
than most anything you could do, if you felt that you must do 
something. I am sure that with my aoquaintanoeship with the 








fellows here that we oould get ell the hoarders we wanted, 
and Mrs Middleton said she felt sure that we oould easily make 
our own hoard and room, if not more. she told me of several 
people in this neighborhood that have paid for their homes in 
this way. You see I could look after the business end of the 
proposition ano it would not he such an awful burden on you. 

-he beauty of it all is that it would not take much oapital to 
start oh. It would not he like trying to furnish a big house 
and keep roomers, and would not take anything like that amount 
of money to begin with. Mrs Middleton is just like a mother 
me and. she said that this is the thing she would do were she 
in my place. You see if v/e could make our board and room this 
way, the *60*00 a month that I am sure I oould make would keep 
us in pretty good shape. How wouldn't it mother? 

The best thing about the -/hole proposition to me la 
that I would have you and A lma here with me, and I would be so 
happy that I oould. Just do wonders. '"ouln't we have a happy 
time together, though? 

I have thought about the matter a very great deal and 
am.fully convinced that all of the things outlined in this 
letter oan be done. ’"rite me a long letter when you oan take 
a few moments and tell me what you think about it. ^ith 
lots of love to my sweet and devoted mother, I am 


Lovingly your boy as of old 









January £4 191£ 


My dear Mother: - 

After looking at the natter from all sides end 
seriously considering all phases of the question, and after 
praying over it, Alma and I hare decided that we will he married 
next stunner, How as to the financial end of the proposition, 

I h'Ye ay plans pretty well in hand. In the first plaoe, 

I expect to he able to make enough next summer to get us all 
here, and with what we oan get out of the things in the house 
we ought to hare almost enough to furnish a small house, 
r ith the experience that I will gain this year and with the 
help of Scan Kirk, who I feel sure will do everything he oan 
for mo, I an sure that 1 oan go out oaoh ''unday to one of the 
smaller churches in a nearhy town, from which I could olear 
at least *7,50 over and shore oar« fare and other expenses. 

This would giro me £50,00 a month as a starter, Now as to 
the question that will he raised in your mind as to my being 
able to got suoh a place, lot me say that from 75 to 100 
pulpits are being filled regularly by the students of Drake, 
and I am absolutely sure that with the stand in that I hare 
with Dean that I will have no trouble whatever in getting a 
plaoe. In fact I could he going out every Sunday now if I 
wanted to, but I thought it best to stay by the Endeavor 
work for a time, although It is not paying me anything, for 
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Z leUeTe that I tun coming before the people bore end gaining' 
an experience that could not be gotten by going out to the 
smaller tovma. I an? constantly speaking before the public 
and am getting to feel perfectly at hone before &udlonoe ( 
whioh ought to help ae ou£* a great deal in my sorb next^jA^ . 
Then In addition to thls a I an absolutely sure that Z can get 
enough stenographic work to pay ae $30.00 a south, whioh will 
give ue an inoome of $60.00 per nonth, whioh is not a king's 
ransom, but ought to be enough for ue to lire on. Again, 
as to the question that will he raised in your mind as to my 
being able to take tine for all of this and yet do satisfactory 
school work. At the present tine I am giving more than this 
amount of tine to ray stenographic work, ny boys' olub work and 
Christian endeavor, so you see from the standpoint of time it 
will not be a hardship on me. It is surprising how much a 
fellow oan eeoomplslh when he nakos up his mind that he wants 
to. 

Then I have still another plan - I know that you 
would not be content to sit down and fold your hands, so I 
have been talking things over with Mrs Middleton, and she 
tells ae that last winter she hired a cook and kept boarders, 
and made enough from 6 or 10 hoarders to feed her whole family 
of 6 people. She says that there is good money la keeping 
boarders in Des Moines. A good cook oan be secured for $6.00 
a week and students oan bo scourei to wait on the tefele and 
wash dishes for their meals. rhe said that she did not 
think that this would be hard on you, in fact would be easier 
than most anything you could do, if you fslt that you mast do 
something# Z am sure that with my acquaintanceship with the 
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follows hero that wo oould get all the boarders we wanted, 
and Mrs Middleton said she folt sure that we oould easily moke 
our own hoard and room. If not more. ~hc told me of several 
people In this neighborhood that have paid for their homes in 
this way. Ton see I could look after the business end of the 
proposition and it would not be such an awful burden on you. 

Tho beauty of it all lo that it would not take much oapltal to 
start on. It would not bo like trying to furnish a big housa 
and keep roomers, and would not take anything like that amount 
of money to begin with. Mrs Wield let on Is Just like e mother 
to me and she said that this la the thing she would do were she 
in my place. Ton see if we oould make our board and room this 
way, the $60.00 a month that I am sure I oould make would keep 
us in pretty good shape. T?ow wouldn't It mother? 

Tho beet thing about the whole proposition to me is 
that I would have you and ^lraa horn with me, and i would be so 
happy that I oould just do wonders. ^ouln't we have a happy 
time together, though? 

I have thought about the matter a very great deal and 
am fully oonvlnoed that ell of the things outlined in this 
letter ean be done. ’’’rite me a long letter when you oaa take 
a few moments and tell me whnt you think about it. "ith 
lots of love to my sweet and devoted mother, I am 

Lovingly your boy as of old 
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My dear "boy: 

I received three letters from you today. two written 
on tixe 23rd and one from the 24th. I had begun to think that 
you hud forgotten me as it has "been three or four days since 
I - had a letter from you. However, I guess these three will 
make up for lost time and I will forgive you if you will promise 
to he good hereafter. 

I suppose you remember I told you I was on the 
Lookout Commi ttee , (and this is also leap year} I am do ijjg 
my best to fill the job, and really did get a very nice 
youngster out last evening to the Social. ne is a friend of 
Mrs. C.W.L. and is a stranger in town. He is nice looking 
too, and just r& cute as can be, almost as cute as my. boy. 

We had. a local Union meeting and Miller is president and 
we had over sixty present, some number for us, and served 
coffee and sandwiches and passed around some home made candy 
afterward, and I can assure you that the dishes came back clean 
empty. I am not on the Social committee but I helped and I 
really surprised myself by the way I got a,long. Keally, I am 
coming out some. A girl from out this way even said I looked 
like a doll and she wanted to take me home with her. A gi’rl 
said that, now mind you, and I had on that old rose dress of 



mine.. Now if it had "been a young man, it would have been 
al L right, but a girl saying such a thing about ME. Well, 

I am doing my best to look the best I can and be the best 
I can and act the best I can, and still Dan says I treat you 
mighty mean. Good thing he don’t know me as gooa as some 
people in this world do. isn't it. 

I am sleepy as I can be today, in fnct, most every 
one seems to be sleepy and lazy. We have regular spring weather 
and all the plants and trees are beginning to buji out. Suppose 
we will have a norther soon. I nm wearing short sleeves today, 
and the therm am eater registers 7 6 beside my desk with the 
window up and NO fire. Pine January weather, isn't it. 

I shall try to go to Sunday School tomorrow and 
they want me to go to Endeavor, I told Mr. Johnson, our new 
president, I would go if he would keep his promise and find 
someone to lookout for me for a while so I can fill my Job. 

Take care of yourself, I3oy Dear, Just for your 


own 


girlie, 






^ © 
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My Dear Mother:— 

Your letter received this date informing me that 
you have assisted Perry to join the Navy. I think you did 
exactly right and the proper thing. This action has our 
hearty endorsement and perhaps it will be the making over 
into a new man the old Perry boy* I received a card from 
him at Dallas several days ago stating that he expected to 
pass through Pasadena tomorrow and announcing that he had 
signed up for four years. It is quite an unusual thing but 
as he seems to have the roving instinct in him and also to 
fail to make good when associated with city life and the 
temptations, I say it may be the very thing for him. There 
is one feature that strikes me, he will have a chance to 
see something of the world and the life will be varied and 
changing from time to time. I believe the water atmosphere 
and discipline and hard work and different companions will 
agree heartily with the dear old boy. Here's hoping and he' 
has our best wishes in the venture. The best part, as I have 
said before, is that it will relieve you of him, and the care 
and anxiety that accompanies the expense. Hip-hip-hooray! 
Have no word from Kirby recently. Hope you are well and in 
good spirits. May the new position you hold continue O.K. 


! 
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Before this reaches you we hope to have an addition to 
the family, a girl we hope. It is this way. We are to take a 5 
year old girl to live with us. Her mother is a business v/oman and 
cannot care for her so vie will have her with us. About $20.00 a 
month in it, and she is a beautiful little thing. Fair, intelli¬ 
gent, good manners, Brown eyes, fine health, and a beauty. Norma 
lias fallen in love with her already and the mother expects to bring 
her out tomorrow afternoon. The arrangement is temporary and if 
she suits, may continue. If not, return to her mother. I think 
it will be good for us, experience and all, quite a change, and 
the money will help us to catch up. Norma helps greatly; made one 
dress this week for $10. and has $20. worth more on hand already. 

But you ought to see the hat she trimmed for herself. I declare 
it is the prettiest thing I ever saw and cost less than $2.00, in 
fact $1*35. Purchased a full length coat in Los Angeles at a big 
bargain, the new big flap, pocket, cuff style of rough material. 

So, she is well equipped and looks like a fashion plate or better. 

Beginning last Sunday night we started attending a 5 
lecture series at the Church by Madame Mountford. Please remember 
the name and if you ever have the opportunity hear her by all means. 
She is the daughter of a Russian nobleman who being a Christian 
freed his surfs and by so doing incurred the enmity of the Czar 
and was forced to flee the country. She was born, raised, educated 

J. br >-r» ± -Ln/a. tlow,. to_ _leclures on the bome 
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SUNSET 3958 
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land of Jesus Christ. The lectures we heard were "The Parable of 
the Ten Talents and the Two Thieves on the Cross," "The Nativity 
of Jesus Christ," "The Boyhood of Jesus Christ," "The Manhood of 
Jesus Christ," "The Ministry, Crucifixion and Ascension of Jesus 
Christ," and the Bible is a new booh as a result. She is the most 
wonderful speaker I ever heard, better than Peter Ainslie even, 
and explains things from the Oriental customs and as a Jew lives. 

Business is flourishing and all is lovely in this respect. 
Had a slight shower, very little, still continues warm and dry. 
Purchased 100 strawberry plants and one dozen Blackberry bushes 
and one dozen raspberry bushes. Will try our hand and see what 
results we got. Total cost only $1.00. Health is good all the 
way through and we are very fortunate people. 


That is about all for this time, I believe. Prospects 


are excellent and we are quite happy. Good luck to you as ever 
and we will both pray for Perry and trust that he will come out 
all right in the end. I think this is the turning point in his 
career and that he will be ambitious and rise to the top in his 
profession. I think he will enjoy it greatly and bo happy there. 
So, let's not worry a bit. Pare thee well, mother dear. 

Lovingly, 



I 
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Tuesday morning 


Dear Mother 

I have not mailed your letter yet on account of quite 


a bit of excitement. First the little girl came into our home 
Sunday afternoon and keeps us busy. Wo like her very much. 

Yesterday morning about 9 o'clock Perry walked into 
the office. Looked pretty bad but seems to be all O.K. Talked 
here until 11:30, then took him home and had him shave, wash up, 
gave him a shirt, white collar, two ties, two hdkfs., sox, coat, 

7 two cent stamps arid 30cents in money, for he borrowed 25p to 
get over to Pasadena to see us. He had a good meal with us and 
departed for Los Angeles at 1:00 to catch the 2:30 train out. 

Ho had a lay over from early morning so ran over meantime. But, 
he missed his train by 3 minutes so returned to us and spent the 
night in our home. We had supper and breakfast, I gave him 35$£ 
more and away he has gone. Hope he catches train this time with¬ 
out any trouble. We had a good evening, played dominoes, the 
three of us, then he and I played 3 games of checkers, and the 

balance of the time read and talked. He gave us a lot of his ins 

% 

and outs; seems to be able to take care of himself even if it is 
by disreputable methods. Can hold his own in a fight, too. He 
promised to "make good" and pay up all his debts. ( ?) Said he 
would write us and do bette? generally. We did the best we could 
for him, did not believe in giving much money, and can't spare. 

So rest easy, ho will come out O.K. Must close now. Lovingly, 1 


/<£/ - 
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